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ELECTION SECURITY FUNDS 

 

In April 2018, Congress appropriated from the Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2018, election security 

funds. Florida specifically was allocated $19,187,003. The funds were used as follows:  

 

 $15,450,000 - These funds were distributed through an online grant program for 67 county 

supervisors of elections to request advance funds and/or reimbursement for enhancements to 

election security at the county level for the 2018 election cycle. Each county was allocated an 

amount that included a baseline of $50,000 plus an additional amount proportional to the 

county’s voting age population as of the 2010 census. Each county was required to submit a 

proposed budget plan up to the allocated amount for the county. All 67 counties initially applied 

for and received funding for reimbursement and/or advancement to spend by November 6, 

2018. The deadline for counties to report expenditures and revert any unused funds was 

December 15, 2018. The Department re-allocated the remaining balance of the unused funds 

back to the supervisors of elections to use prior to the end of the state fiscal year. In sum, 

counties requested and used $15,133,941 of the original $15,450,000 available for 

disbursement.  

 

 $1,750,000 - These funds were earmarked by the Florida Department of State to implement 

security enhancements to FVRS, contract a team of cybersecurity specialists to provide support 

to the state and county supervisor of elections offices, and to fund a voter education campaign 

to educate voters on how to get ready to register and vote in an election. As of 9/30/2019, all 

funds have been expended.  

 

 $1,987,003 – These funds were originally earmarked for an online grant program to the 67 

county supervisors of elections to improve on voting accessibility including but not limited to 

improving voting place accessibility, enhancing poll book accessibility, ballot delivery, and voting 

systems accessibility. These funds were not disbursed but are now re-appropriated for 

disbursement for the 2020 election cycle in conjunction to enhance election security in the 

counties. 

 

The state match of $959,350.15 has not yet been reported but will be by March 23, 2020. 
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