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Recount Timeline

Jill Stein campaign for President of the United States 
requests statewide recount stating there is evidence 
of voting irregularities that indicate potential tampering 
with electronic voting systems.

Cyberattacks?

Hand Count?
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Recount Timeline

WEC determined the recount petition fee 
to be sufficient and received confirmation that 
the estimated recount fee of nearly $3.5 million 
was deposited by the Stein campaign.

Recount Costs?

Trump  1.4M 
Votes

2nd statewide recount since the 2011

> 22,000 
win over Clinton

Stein 31k
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Recount Timeline

WEC staff conducted a webinar teleconference with 
county and municipal clerks, candidates, candidate 
representatives, interested members of the public and 
the press to ensure policies and procedures would be 
implemented uniformly across all 72 counties 
conducting the recount. 
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Recount Timeline

Recount to be conducted by the county board of 
canvassers were required to begin and needed to be 
completed by December 12 - one day before the federal 
safe harbor date.

LEOs Assist

County BOCs
Needed
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Communication is Key

WEC staff developed templates for counties to use to 
provide daily progress reports of what reporting units 
(precincts) were recounted that day and requested an 
explanation of a change in the original results which 
equaled more than 10 votes in a reporting unit.

Central Template
Daily Reports
Red Flags
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Communication is Key

Posted certified recount results and board of canvassers 
minutes by county to the Commission website on a 
rolling basis to provide the public with a real time 
update as to which counties were done and which 
counties were still in progress. 

Public Transparency
Timely Updates
Progress Reporting
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Communication is Key

Developed and issued press releases, clerk 
communications, recount updates and social media 
posts to provide the candidates, clerks, the public and 
the press with a transparent snapshot of the recount. 

More Transparency
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Communication is Key

The internal recount team met twice daily 
to brief on issues that arose, devising strategy   
to address those issues, and communicate this 
news to the county board of canvassers, 
candidates and the public. 

Briefings
Strategies
Communications

Public
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Communication is Key

Worked extra hours & extra days to provide county 
boards of canvass a resource if an issue arose.  
They were provided after-hours phone numbers 
which were monitored by staff members 
throughout the recount period. 
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Litigation
Jill Stein v. Wisconsin Elections Commission, et al.  
(Case. No. 16CV3060) 

On November 28, 2016, Jill Stein filed a lawsuit in Dane 
County Circuit Court, requesting a hand recount of all ballots 
cast. Under Wis. Stat. § 5.90(1).

Following a hearing on November 29, 2016, the Court denied 
Jill Stein’s request, which allowed each county board of 
canvass to choose their method of tabulation for the 
recount.  Jill Stein did not appeal the Court’s decision. 
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Litigation
Jill Stein v. Wisconsin Elections Commission, et al.  
(Case. No. 16CV3060) 
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Litigation
Great America PAC, et al., v. Wisconsin Elections Commission, et al. 
(Case No. 16CV0795) 

On Dec. 1, 2016, Great America PAC, Stop Hillary PAC and 
Ronald R. Johnson lawsuit alleged the recount would be 
conducted in a manner that violates the requirements set 
forth in Bush v. Gore, 531 U.S. 98 (2000) for recounts in 
presidential elections.  
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Additionally, they alleged that the 
recount could extend beyond the 
federal “safe harbor” deadline of 
Dec. 13, 2016.  Plaintiff’s sought an 
emergency temporary restraining 
order to halt the recount.  



Litigation
Great America PAC, et al., v. Wisconsin Elections Commission, et al. 
(Case No. 16CV0795) 

On Dec. 2, 2016, the motion for an emergency temporary 
restraining order was denied. 

On Dec. 9, 2016, the preliminary injunction motion was also 
denied.  Great America PAC voluntarily dismissed their 
lawsuit on Dec. 19, 2016
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Recount Findings

Ultimately, the certified results following the recount 
changed very little from the original results – with 
Donald Trump gaining 844 votes, Hillary Clinton gaining 
713 votes for a net gain of 131 votes for Donald Trump. 
Jill Stein gained 66 votes. 
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Recount Findings
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Recount Findings

These changes were attributed mainly to human error 
made by voters or election officials. 

More than half of changes were write-in votes that were 
not properly counted under a new state law that changed 
the process for counting write in votes.
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Recount Findings

Almost 3 million ballots in roughly 12 days
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Recount Continues

The Jill Stein campaign requested access to the various 
software components and designated the following persons 
to be granted access:

Alex Halderman Matthew Bernhard 

Dan Wallach Harri Hursti

Poorvi Vora Doug Jones

Philip Stark Ron Rivest
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