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Clearie Award Submission

The New Mexico Secretary of State’s Office (SOS), along with the rest of the country, stands in post-election mode, reflecting back on its administration of the mid-term election, an election cycle commonly considered lightweight in comparison to presidential election years.  The turnout for the 2018 general election in New Mexico, however, was noteworthy as 56% of the voters cast a ballot, an uptick of 16% from the previous mid-term election in 2014, which had roughly 40% voter participation. 
Moreover, this election year marked the implementation of the new electronic ballot software system by which blind or visually impaired voters in New Mexico were able to cast an absentee ballot independently. The innovative ballot system was launched in the spring of 2018, just prior to the June primary election, and  was extremely well-received by the blind community, as voters who had never truly been able to cast an absentee ballot independently were now afforded the means to do so. The implementation efforts for the electronic ballot system span over four years, with the concept largely stemming out of the statewide 2014 voting machine upgrade.
Throughout recent years, New Mexico voters’ accessibility to the ballot box has increased in many ways.  From early voting, extended voting hours and locations, and consolidated polling locations where any voter can cast a ballot at any location, it has never been easier to participate in an election.  In 2014, New Mexico election officials employed a new vote tabulation system across all counties, for the use in all elections.  The tabulators, which far exceeded the capacity of the preceding make and model, not only furthered the reporting of vote results, they also came equipped with accessible voting functionality that made for a more independent voting experience for individuals with auditory, visual, physical or cognitive disabilities.
The disability community was grateful for the technology advances, however, the fact remained, that their voting options were still lacking in comparison to other voters.  Anecdotal feedback received between 2014 through 2016 from voters and poll officials alike revealed a sense of intimidation to use the accessible voting technology at the polls for fear of delaying other voters, drawing attention to oneself, or because it seemed cumbersome.  Complaints regarding unfamiliarity by poll officials and systematic malfunctions were also shared.  The subsequent years were comprised of forging close relationships and collaboration between election administrators – specifically the previous and current Secretary of State Administrations - and the blind community, working to further enhance the accessible features of the tabulators.  
In addition, the dialogue began focusing on absentee voting.  Questions such as, “if all other voters are afforded the opportunity to independently and privately mark  their ballot outside of the polling location for varying reasons, why can’t it be done for voters who use software on a daily basis to maneuver, read, and respond to other forms of written material?” were asked.  Thus, in 2017, with the assistance of the National Federation of the Blind, the New Mexico Commission for the Blind, numerous state legislators, and the Secretary of State’s Office, the New Mexico legislature adopted legislation (House Bill 98) allowing for the electronic delivery of an absentee ballot to blind or visually impaired voters.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  A copy of the official House Bill 98 is attached.
] 


The July 1, 2017 effective date of House Bill 98 provided the SOS just a few short months to put the necessary components together to bring the new balloting method to fruition.  
The short timeframe for implementation transpired thusly:
· November 2017 – April 2018: Adoption of an Administrative Rule, Absentee Voting 1.10.12 NMAC, contains protocol necessary for implementation (Link to rule making webpage http://www.sos.state.nm.us/Elections_Data/2018-absentee-voting-rulemaking.aspx)
· December 2017 – May 2018: Design and printing of ballot delivery packages distinguishable via tactile impression.
· January 2018 – May 2018: Software development of online absentee application, electronic ballot and integration with statewide voter registration system. (User interface screenshots below)

New Mexico is the second state in the union, after Maryland, to implement an innovative voting method of this type for blind and visually impaired electors.  In 2015, election officials from both states entered into a memorandum of understanding (MOU), which granted a copy of the Maryland online ballot delivery system source code to New Mexico at no charge.  However, after an in-house assessment, it was ultimately decided that the complete code and architecture for the new balloting method would be developed outright by internal SOS IT staff, as New Mexico’s process adopts unique procedures that the Maryland system does not include.  

In order to approximate a private and independent absentee voting experience New Mexico’s system includes functionality allowing blind and visually impaired voters to mark, print, and mail a hard copy of their ballot back to the county clerk for processing – all independently. (This is discussed further below).

The Online Absentee Ballot can be requested on the SOS website at www.nmvote.org.  The system is designed so that any voter can request an absentee ballot online, however, blind or visually impaired voters have exclusive access to request an accessible ballot.  The voter must provide their state-issued identification number, date-of-birth, and Social Security Number and execute a certificate affirming blindness/visual impairment, and therefore eligibility, to the accessible ballot delivery and marking feature.  The voter’s personal identifying information is verified against their Motor Vehicle Department record and, if valid, funneled to the state’s electronic voter registration and information system (SERVIS).  

The application will be visible to the appropriate County Clerk, dependent upon the voter’s residential address, who will then process the application.  The voter’s record is then flagged for an absentee ballot, specific to their voting precinct, and will be queued for delivery to the email address provided by the voter. Here is a preview of the online experience:
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Immediately after the absentee application has been submitted, the voter will receive an email when their application is accepted by the county with a link to access the ballot marking tool and an absentee ballot will be emailed to the voter within 24 hours of the approval of their application.  In order for the ballot to be accessed, the voter must enter the same personal identification information provided upon application.  This authentication process also includes the verification of a distinctive character string issued to the specific voter upon application.  The combination of the character string, along with the personal identification information, must match in order for the voter to access the ballot.  This measure provides added security measures by safe guarding against unauthorized foreign actors.  The image below contains a screenshot of the voter interface when accessing the emailed ballot. Please note that each screen is audible translated through the use of the voter’s nonvisual or low vision access technology.   
The successful implementation of this new voting method was revealed to the blind and visually impaired community at the New Mexico Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind annual meeting in Albuquerque on April 21, 2018.  The new process was met with great appreciation, culminating in the presentation of both a proclamation of gratitude and the giving of the Albert Gonzales Distinguished Public Servant award, presented to Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver, for her office’s work in bringing the absentee ballot application to fruition.
Due to the close date of the process’s implementation to the June 5, 2018 Primary Election, 18 blind or visually impaired voters used the option.  However, for the November 6, 2018 General Election, 64 voters took advantage of the option.
The New Mexico Secretary of State’s office is very pleased with the successful implementation of such a crucial ballot access feature, providing increased independence in voting to the blind and visually impaired community in New Mexico.  The partnerships forged with both the National Federation of the Blind – New Mexico and the New Mexico Commission for the Blind have enriched the work of the Secretary of State’s Office and have provided for a more accessible election process in New Mexico.


Just one business day after an absentee ballot is emailed, an official absentee ballot return package will be mailed out to the voter.  This package is sent in an outer envelope containing an embossment such that the blind or visually impaired voter can identify this election-specific mail by touch, a requirement established within the Administrative Rule adopted by the Secretary of State’s Office in April, 2018, “The secretary of state shall prescribe an official transmittal envelope such that the blind or visually impaired voter can distinguish it for the purposes of returning the absentee ballot. “ (NMAC 1.10.12).  

The accessible ballot lists each ballot question or race and relevant declared candidate(s) for that contest on the screen so that the voter can navigate, listen to an audio transcription of the content, and mark their vote selections one at a time.  Once the voter finishes marking their selections they are presented with a preview of the entire ballot that includes their vote selections for their review.  The voter has the option of going back to a particular contest or ballot question(s) should the need arise. 

When the ballot is marked, it is to be printed by the voter’s home computer, along with an Oath of Registered Voter, which must be signed by the voter, attesting to their vote.  The oath language is prescribed by law, however, in consultation with Commission for the Blind, and was designed to provide sufficient space for the voter’s signature to be placed without having to worry about signing within a confined or specific area on the form.  

The printed ballot must be placed in an inner secrecy envelope and then into a larger return envelope, which also includes the voter’s signed oath. The ballot marking instructions provided to the voter are attached for your review.   

The new application and process was announced to the public via press release on April 30, 2018, about one week before the last day to register to vote, and the first day to mail out absentee ballots in advance of the June 5 Primary Election.  A public presentation was made to the annual meeting of the National Federation of the Blind – New Mexico Chapter (NFB-NM) in Albuquerque on April 21, and a full demonstration was given at the annual meeting on April 20, 2018.

The implementation of the new process was honored by the NFB-NM, who issued a resolution in support of the Secretary of State’s Office, as well as presenting the Albert Gonzales Distinguished Public Service award of recognition to Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver on this same day.  The resolution, along with a few other statements of appreciation, are included.

Table 1 below illustrates the use of the electronic balloting system during its initial year.  The use during the general election shows that nearly three times more voters cast a ballot using the accessible ballot, in contrast to the number of voters who used it during the primary election.

	Table 1 - Usage of Ballot

	
	# of Requests
	# of ballots cast

	2018 Primary Election
	20
	18

	2018 General Election
	105
	64


*Data shows that a number of voters who requested an online ballot ultimately chose to cast a ballot in person.

Appendix

2017 New Mexico State Legislature, House Bill 98 (attached)
2018 Administrative Rule, Absentee Voting 1.10.12 NMAC (attached)
Secretary of State’s Office Ballot Instructions 



 
National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico, Resolution 2018-01
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Step 4 - Ballot Mailing Address

Provide the address where you want your ballot mailed

' Ballot Mailing Address Type

Mailing Address | 1109 CALLE FUERTE NE |

Apartment, Unit or Lot ‘ ‘

#
| ALBUQUERQUE |
Zip | 87113 |

Provide an email address for the county to contact you for any questions

Email Address

Privacy Notice: Your email will not be shared on any voter lists.

Do you require an absentee ballot that is accessible for the blind or visually impaired?*

D D €D





image5.png
Step 1 - Pick an election
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Step 3 - Registration data verification

Step 4 - Balot Malling Address
Step 5 - Preview and Submit Application

Step 6 - Confirmation

Step 3 - Registration data verification

Last Name MARTINEZ
First Name REBECCA
Middle Name/initial ~ AILEEN
suffix

Physical Address 1109 CALLE FUERTE NE

Apartment, Unit or Lot #

city ALBUQUERQUE
zip 87113

County BERNALILLO
Party DEM

Is the above information correct? E]
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Provide an email address for the county to contact you for any questions
Email Address

Privacy Notice: Your email will not be shared on any voter lists.

Do you require an absentee ballot that is accessible for the blind or visually impaired?*
Yes v

| hereby state under penaly of perjury that the following is true and correct:

| am an individual who is biind or visually impaired, and my blindness or visual impairment prevents|
Ime from being able to independently complete a standard absentee ballot;

| understand and agree that this statement is made under penalty of perjury pursuant to federal
iaw. | further understand and agree that this statement is also covered by New Mexico law which

Imakes perjury a 4th degree felony.

- Check here to Indicate full acceptance and agreement wih the statements above and to
proceed with requesting an absentee ballot designed for the blind or visually impaired.

D D €D
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Ballot Instructions for Electronic Ballot Transmission - Final.pdf
ELECTRONIC BALLOT INSTRUCTIONS
FOR BLIND OR VISUALLY IMPAIRED VOTERS

You have requested an electronically-transmitted ballot by completing an absentee application
and executing a statement certifying blindness. Your application has been verified and approved.
The link you have received by email will provide access to your official ballot. You will be able
to mark the ballot using the speech or screen enlargement technology with which you are
familiar.

Once you mark your ballot, you will be required to print it, along with a voter certificate. Please
ensure your printer is functioning properly and has sufficient ink/toner levels.

An Official Absentee Ballot Return Envelope will be placed in the mail within 24 hours of
receiving this correspondence. This envelope package will be used to deliver your voted ballot
and completed voter certificate.

Please read the step-by-step instructions provided below for accessing the electronically-
transmitted ballot, for filling out the ballot, and for returning the ballot. Failure to follow these
instructions could result in your ballot not being counted.

1. Activate (Click or Press Enter) on the link provided by the Election Official to access
your official ballot. You will be asked to provide the following required identifying
information before the actual ballot is presented to you: NM Driver’s License # or State
ID #, Social Security # and Date of birth. Once you have entered this information, Press
the Next Button. You will be directed to your official ballot.

2. The default ballot language is English. The language can be changed to Spanish by using
the drop down menu on the upper right hand corner of the ballot screen.

3. Checkboxes are used on the electronic ballot to indicate which candidate you want to
vote for or to vote “yes” or “no” for a ballot question. Checking the box to the left of a
candidate's name indicates a vote for the candidate; Checking the box by a "yes" or "no"
response indicates that you are selecting that response. You will only be allowed to vote
for the number of candidates allowed for each office and in either the “affirmative” or
“negative” for a ballot question. Once you have marked your selection, Press the Next
Button to move to the next candidate contest or ballot question.

4. Each contest on the ballot is presented on a separate page. Users of talking screen reading
software should instruct their screen reader to find the first checkbox on the page to
locate the first candidate in a given contest. In addition to the checkboxes, there are
buttons that can be easily located by talking screen reading software. Buttons are
activated by clicking on them or by pressing the Enter key.

5. When the ballot includes a declared write-in candidate, you may vote for the candidate.
(A declared write in candidate is an individual that has properly filed a declaration of
candidacy prior to the election). To vote for a declared write-in candidate, check the
blank checkbox next to the space provided for write-in candidates below the office they





10.

11.

12.

are seeking to be elected to. A Write-In Name box will appear. Type in the name of the
candidate in the empty field provided. Your vote will only be counted if you type in the
name by:

. Using two initials and the last name of the candidate (i.e., M. C. Smith); or

. First name, middle initial or middle name, and last name (i.e., Mike C. Smith or
Mike Carson Smith); or

. First name and last name (i.e., Mike Smith); or

. Full name as it appears on the declaration intent to be a write-in candidate.

After marking all of your selections on the ballot, press the REVIEW button to see the
entire ballot on one page. To change a selection, press the PREVIOUS button on the
bottom of the Ballot Review screen until you reach the candidate contest or ballot
question you intend to change. To change your selection, uncheck the box next to the
candidate you selected previously and check the box next to the candidate you want to
select. To advance to the end of the ballot, press the NEXT button until you reach the
REVIEW button, which can then be pressed to once again review the entire ballot.

Once you are satisfied with all of your selections, you will need to print both the ballot
and the voter certificate. On the Ballot Review screen you must press the Print Ballot and
Print Certificate buttons to print each of the documents.

The voter certificate already has your name and address printed on it. It will be displayed
after you press the Print Certificate button on the Ballot Review screen. At this point, you
should instruct your computer to print the page. The certificate should be signed using a
black pen. NOTE -Your signature must be present for your ballot to count. Place the
voter certificate in the OFFICIAL OUTER ENVELOPE (this is the larger envelope).

Fold the printed ballot, place it in the OFFICIAL INNER ENVELOPE (this envelope has
a hole in the center), then SEAL the envelope. PLACE the envelope in the OFFICIAL
OUTER ENVELOPE and SEAL the envelope (this is the larger envelope with the voter
certificate in it). The OFFICIAL OUTER ENVELOPE has the name and address of your
County Clerk printed on it.

DELIVER or MAIL your VOTED BALLOT enclosed in the OFFICIAL OUTER
ENVELOPE to the County Clerk. It must be received no later than 7:00 p.m. on the day
of the election. You may also drop it off at any Polling Location on Election Day ONLY.

Please contact the County Clerk if you do not receive the Official Absentee Ballot Return
Envelope.

Make sure to use the proper amount of postage when returning your ballot.

CALL your County Clerk or Election Official if you have any questions.
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BallotMarkingInstructionEnglish.pdf
ELECTRONIC BALLOT INSTRUCTIONS
FOR BLIND OR VISUALLY IMPAIRED VOTERS

You have requested an electronically-transmitted ballot by completing an absentee application
and executing a statement certifying blindness. Your application has been verified and approved.
The link you have received by email will provide access to your official ballot. You will be able
to mark the ballot using the speech or screen enlargement technology with which you are
familiar.

Once you mark your ballot, you will be required to print it, along with a voter certificate. Please
ensure your printer is functioning properly and has sufficient ink/toner levels.

An Official Absentee Ballot Return Envelope will be placed in the mail within 24 hours of
receiving this correspondence. This envelope package will be used to deliver your voted ballot
and completed voter certificate.

Please read the step-by-step instructions provided below for accessing the electronically-
transmitted ballot, for filling out the ballot, and for returning the ballot. Failure to follow these
instructions could result in your ballot not being counted.

1. Activate (Click or Press Enter) on the link provided by the Election Official to access
your official ballot. You will be asked to provide the following required identifying
information before the actual ballot is presented to you: NM Driver’s License # or State
ID #, Social Security # and Date of birth. Once you have entered this information, Press
the Next Button. You will be directed to your official ballot.

2. The default ballot language is English. The language can be changed to Spanish by using
the drop down menu on the upper right hand corner of the ballot screen.

3. Checkboxes are used on the electronic ballot to indicate which candidate you want to
vote for or to vote “yes” or “no” for a ballot question. Checking the box to the left of a
candidate's name indicates a vote for the candidate; Checking the box by a "yes" or "no"
response indicates that you are selecting that response. You will only be allowed to vote
for the number of candidates allowed for each office and in either the “affirmative” or
“negative” for a ballot question. Once you have marked your selection, Press the Next
Button to move to the next candidate contest or ballot question.

4. Each contest on the ballot is presented on a separate page. Users of talking screen reading
software should instruct their screen reader to find the first checkbox on the page to
locate the first candidate in a given contest. In addition to the checkboxes, there are
buttons that can be easily located by talking screen reading software. Buttons are
activated by clicking on them or by pressing the Enter key.

5. When the ballot includes a declared write-in candidate, you may vote for the candidate.
(A declared write in candidate is an individual that has properly filed a declaration of
candidacy prior to the election). To vote for a declared write-in candidate, check the
blank checkbox next to the space provided for write-in candidates below the office they





10.

11.

12.

are seeking to be elected to. A Write-In Name box will appear. Type in the name of the
candidate in the empty field provided. Your vote will only be counted if you type in the
name by:

. Using two initials and the last name of the candidate (i.e., M. C. Smith); or

. First name, middle initial or middle name, and last name (i.e., Mike C. Smith or
Mike Carson Smith); or

. First name and last name (i.e., Mike Smith); or

. Full name as it appears on the declaration intent to be a write-in candidate.

After marking all of your selections on the ballot, press the REVIEW button to see the
entire ballot on one page. To change a selection, press the PREVIOUS button on the
bottom of the Ballot Review screen until you reach the candidate contest or ballot
question you intend to change. To change your selection, uncheck the box next to the
candidate you selected previously and check the box next to the candidate you want to
select. To advance to the end of the ballot, press the NEXT button until you reach the
REVIEW button, which can then be pressed to once again review the entire ballot.

Once you are satisfied with all of your selections, you will need to print both the ballot
and the voter certificate. On the Ballot Review screen you must press the Print Ballot and
Print Certificate buttons to print each of the documents.

The voter certificate already has your name and address printed on it. It will be displayed
after you press the Print Certificate button on the Ballot Review screen. At this point, you
should instruct your computer to print the page. The certificate should be signed using a
black pen. NOTE -Your signature must be present for your ballot to count. Place the
voter certificate in the OFFICIAL OUTER ENVELORPE (this is the larger envelope).

Fold the printed ballot, place it in the OFFICIAL INNER ENVELOPE (this envelope has
a hole in the center), then SEAL the envelope. PLACE the envelope in the OFFICIAL
OUTER ENVELOPE and SEAL the envelope (this is the larger envelope with the voter
certificate in it). The OFFICIAL OUTER ENVELOPE has the name and address of your
County Clerk printed on it.

DELIVER or MAIL your VOTED BALLOT enclosed in the OFFICIAL OUTER
ENVELOPE to the County Clerk. It must be received no later than 7:00 p.m. on the day
of the election. You may also drop it off at any Polling Location on Election Day ONLY.

Please contact the County Clerk if you do not receive the Official Absentee Ballot Return
Envelope.

Make sure to use the proper amount of postage when returning your ballot.

CALL your County Clerk or Election Official if you have any questions.
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INSTRUCCIONES PARA LA BOLETA ELECTRONICA.pdf
INSTRUCCIONES PARA LA BOLETA ELECTRONICA
PARA VOTANTES CIEGOS O CON IMPEDIDOS VISUALES

Atreves de una solicitud de Votante Ausente donde a declaro ceguera o impedimentos visuales, usted
ha solicitado una boleta transmitida electronicamente. Su solicitud ha sido verificada y aprobada. El
enlace que recibid por correo electrénico proporcionara acceso a su boleta oficial. Podra marcar la
boleta utilizando la tecnologia de ampliacion de voz o pantalla con la que est& familiarizado.

Una vez que margue su boleta, se le pedira que la imprima, junto con un certificado de votante.
Asegurese de que la impresora funcione correctamente y tenga los niveles suficientes de tinta / toner.

Se le enviard por correo un Sobre de Votacion de Votante Ausente dentro de las 24 horas despueés de
haber recibido esta correspondencia. Este paquete de sobres se utilizara para entregar su boleta
marcada y su certificado de votante completo.

Favor de leer las instrucciones paso a paso para acceder a la boleta transmitida electronicamente, llenar
la boleta y devolver la boleta. Si no se siguen estas instrucciones, es probable que su boleta no se
cuente.

1. Active (haga clico presione Enter) en el enlace provisto por el Oficial de Elecciones para
acceder a su boleta oficial. Se le pedira que brinda la siguiente informacion de identificacion
requerida antes de que se le presente la boleta de votacion: numero de licencia de conducir de
NM o nimero de identificacion de estado, nimero de seguro social y fecha de nacimiento. Una
vez que haya ingresado esta informacion, presione el boton Siguiente. Se lo dirigira a su boleta
oficial.

2. Elidioma de votacién predeterminado es inglés. El idioma se puede cambiar al espafiol
utilizando el menu desplegable en la esquina superior derecha de la pantalla de la boleta.

3. Las casillas de verificacion se usan en la boleta electronica para indicar por qué candidato
desea votar o para votar "si" 0 "no" en las pregunta de la boleta. Marcar el cuadro a la izquierda
del nombre de un candidato indica un voto para el candidato; Marcar la casilla con una
respuesta "si" 0 "no" indica que esta seleccionando esa respuesta. Solo se le permitira votar por
la cantidad de candidatos permitidos para cada cargo y en "afirmativa” o "negativa" para una
pregunta de votacion. Una vez que haya marcado su seleccion, presione el boton Siguiente para
pasar a la siguiente carrera electoral de candidatos o pregunta de la boleta.

4. Cada carrera electoral en la boleta se presenta en una pagina separada. Los usuarios de la
tecnologia de lectura de pantalla deben indicar a su lector de pantalla que busque la primera
casilla de verificacion en la pagina para ubicar al primer candidato en un concurso
determinado. Ademas de las casillas de verificacion, hay botones que se pueden ubicar
facilmente por la tecnologia de lectura de pantalla. Los botones se activan al hacer clic en ellos
o al presionar la tecla Enter.

5. Cuando la boleta incluya un candidato declarado por escrito, puede votar por el candidato. (Un
candidato declarado por escrito es un individuo que ha presentado adecuadamente una
declaracion de candidatura antes de la eleccidn). Para votar por un candidato por escrito,
marque la casilla en blanco al lado del espacio provisto para los candidatos por escrito debajo
de la oficina para la que desean ser elegidos. Aparecera un espacio para escribir el nombre del





candidato por escrito. Escriba el nombre del candidato en el campo vacio proporcionado. Su
voto solo se contara si escribe el nombre de la siguiente manera:

Usar dos iniciales y el apellido del candidato (M. C. Smith); o

Nombre, inicial o segundo nombre, y apellido (Mike C. Smith o Mike Carson Smith); o
Nombre y apellido (Mike Smith); o

Nombre completo tal como aparece en la declaracién con la intencion de ser un
candidato por escrito.

6. Después de marcar todas sus selecciones en la boleta, presione el boton REVISION para ver
toda la boleta en una pagina. Para cambiar una seleccién, presione el botén ANTERIOR en la
parte inferior de la pantalla de Revision de Boleta hasta que llegue al concurso del candidato o
la pregunta de la boleta que tiene la intencién de cambiar. Para cambiar su seleccion,
desmarque la casilla junto al candidato que selecciond anteriormente y marque la casilla junto
al candidato que desea seleccionar. Para avanzar hasta el final de la boleta, presione el boton
SIGUIENTE hasta que llegue al boton REVISION, que luego se puede presionar para revisar
nuevamente la boleta.

7. Una vez que esté satisfecho con todas sus selecciones, debera imprimir tanto la boleta como el
certificado de votante. En la pantalla Revision de Votacion, debe presionar los botones
Imprimir boleta e Imprimir certificado para imprimir cada uno de los documentos.

8. El certificado de votante tendra su nombre y direccion impresos. Se mostrara después de
presionar el boton Imprimir certificado en la pantalla de Revision de la Votacion. En este
punto, debe indicarle a su computadora que imprima la pagina. El certificado debe firmarse con
un boligrafo negro. NOTA: su firma debe estar presente para que su boleta cuente. Coloque el
certificado de votante en el SOBRE EXTERIOR OFICIAL (este es el sobre mas grande).

9. Doble la boleta impresa, coloquela en el SOBRE INTERNO OFICIAL (este sobre tiene un
agujero en el centro), luego selle el sobre. COLOQUE el sobre en el SOBRE EXTERIOR
OFICIAL y SELLE el sobre (este es el sobre méas grande con el certificado de votante en él). El
SOBRE EXTERIOR OFICIAL tendra impreso el nombre y la direccion de su Escribano de
Condado.

10. ENTREGUE O ENVIE POR CORREO su BOLETA VOTADA dentro del SOBRE
EXTERIOR OFICIAL al Escribano de Condado. Debe ser recibido antes de las 7:00 p.m. el dia
de la eleccion. Solamente en el dia de la eleccion, podré dejarlo en cualquier lugar de votacion.

11. Favor de contactar al Escribano del Condado si no recibe el Sobre Oficial de VVotante Ausente.

12. Asegurese de usar la cantidad correcta de estampillas al devolver su boleta.

LLAME a su Escribano del Condado o Funcionarios Electorales si tiene alguna pregunta.
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Resolution 2018-01

Commending the Secretary of State
for Making the Printed Absentee Ballot Accessible to Nonvisual Users



WHEREAS, the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico, through Resolution 2015-01, declared that the time had come for the printed absentee ballot to be accessible to the blind of New Mexico and for the state of New Mexico to have an accessible online ballot marking tool of its own; and



WHEREAS, HB98, a bill that would require the Secretary of State to develop a procedure to make the paper ballot accessible to blind voters (whether voting via absentee ballot or at the polls) was introduced in the 2017 general session and signed into law on April 6, 2017 by Governor Susana Martinez; and



WHEREAS, our Secretary of State, Maggie Toulouse Oliver, personally testified in favor of HB98 before a number of legislative committees, publicly expressed her support for this historic legislation to the members of the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico at our 2017 annual convention, and worked closely and effectively with the organized blind community to ensure that blind voters in New Mexico will be able to mark the printed absentee ballot during the 2018 primary election using the access technology of their choice: Now, therefore,



BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico, in convention assembled this 21st day of April, 2018, in the city of Albuquerque, New Mexico, that this organization express its deep appreciation and gratitude to Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver for helping us to have in New Mexico, for the very first time in history, the ability for blind people to independently mark the printed absentee ballot using the nonvisual or low-vision access technology of our choice; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization commend Secretary of State Toulouse Oliver and her office for establishing and maintaining a close working relationship with the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico and that this organization recognize Maggie Toulouse Oliver as a true friend of the blind. 



Resolution unanimously adopted.
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