
U.S. Election Assistance Commission
1335 East West Highway, Suite 4300
Silver Spring, MD 20910

September 12,2016

Honorable John H. Merrill

Alabama Secretary of State
Alabama State Capitol
600 Dexter Avenue

Suite S-l 05

Montgomery. AL 36130

Re: United States Court of Appeals Case #16-5196
League of Women Voters, et al, v. Brian D. Newby, et al

Dear Secretary Merrill:

This letter is to advise you that the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
has reversed the denial of a preliminary injunction regarding State-Specific Instructions of the Federal
Voter Registration Form. I have attached a copy of the Order for your reference.

The order requires that the Election Assistance Commission "take all actions necessary to restore the
status quo ante, pending a determination of the merits, including promptly removing from the state-
specific instructions those requirements directing voter registration applicants to submit proof of their
citizenship." These changes were made on our website the day of the Order, September 9, 2016.

The order also requires that the EAC inform you that, "Federal Form applications filed since January 29,
2016 should be treated as if they did not contain the now-stricken state-specific instructions."

If you know how many applications have been filed in Alabama using the federal form since January 29,
2016, we would appreciate knowing that information.

If you have any questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at 301-563-3959 or at
bnewby@eac.gov.

Sincerely,

Brian D. Newby
Executive Director

enc.








