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EDUCATION 
 
DRAKE UNIVERSITY - DES MOINES, IOWA 
M.S., Rehabilitation Counseling and Personnel Services - 1988 
 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA - SAN FRANCISCO 
Certificate, Sex and Disability Counseling - 1982 
 
BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY - BOISE, IDAHO 
B.A., Social Work - 1978 
 
WORK HISTORY 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON INDEPENDENT LIVING (NCIL) 
Executive Director, 2009-Present 
 
IDAHO STATE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL (SILC) 
Executive Director, 1995- 2009 
 
LIVING INDEPENDENCE NETWORK CORP. (LINC) 
Executive Director, 1989 - 1995 
 
IDAHO STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
Developmental Services Consultant, 1988 - 1989 
 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND WELFARE 
Social Worker, Senior/Principal - 1979 - 1988 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Kelly Buckland is a person with a disability who has been actively involved in disability issues since 1979.  Kelly 
started his career as an employee for Idaho’s Protection and Advocacy system.  He served for over twenty years as 
the Executive Director of the Boise CIL, Living Independence Network Corp. and the Idaho State Independent 
Living Council.  He has served on the Idaho Developmental Disabilities Council, the State Employment and 
Training Council, and the State Help America Vote Act Steering Committee.  He has worked on issues affecting 
people with disabilities, including passage of the Personal Assistance Services Act and the Fathers and Mothers 
Independently Living with their Youth (FAMILY) Child Custody Laws 

In 1978, Kelly graduated from Boise State University with a B.A. in Social Work and in 1988 Summa Cum Laude 
from Drake University with a Masters in Rehabilitation Counseling.  In recent years, Kelly has been honored with 
numerous state and national awards, including the University of Idaho President’s Medallion, the United Vision 
for Idaho Lifetime Achievement Award, the Hewlett-Packard Distinguished Achievement in Human Rights 
Award, and induction into the National Spinal Cord Injury Hall of Fame. 

Kelly has testified before Congress several times on issues such as universal health care, Fair Housing and 
appropriations for centers for independent living.  He has been closely involved with the direct-service and 
systemic change aspects of the Independent Living movement 

Additionally, Kelly has a long history with the National Council on Independent Living (NCIL).  He has served on 
numerous NCIL Legislative and Advocacy Subcommittees and other standing NCIL committees, the NCIL 
Governing Board since 1998, as NCIL Vice-President from 2001-2005, and as NCIL President from 2005 to 2009.  
Kelly is currently employed as the Executive Director of NCIL. 

 
 



HONORS 
 2012 Outstanding Alumni, Drake University 

2008 Honored in the United States Senate Congressional Record 
 2007 National Spinal Cord Injury Association Hall of Fame 

2005 Hewlett Packard, Human Rights Leadership Award 
2005 United Vision for Idaho, Life Time Achievement Award 

 2003 Idaho United Nation Human Rights Day Award 
2000 University of Idaho, Presidents Medallion 
1997 Idaho’s 100 Most Influential People 
1990 Victory Award, State of Idaho 
1988 Graduated Summa Cum Laude, Drake University 

 1985 Distinguished Handicapped American 
 1984 Outstanding Handicapped Employee of the Year 
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