STATE OF MARYLAND

POLLING PLACE

ACCESSIBILITY

SURVEY FORM

County/City: _____________________________________________________________

Election District/Precinct:__________________________________________________

Polling Place Name:_______________________________________________________

Polling Place Address/Location:_____________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name and Contact Phone Number of Polling Place Owner or Responsible Person:

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is this an (Check One):   INITIAL SURVEY
        ____________________





        FOLLOW-UP SURVEY
____________________

SURVEYOR INFORMATION

1.
Name, address, and telephone number of person completing this form (include any organization or agency of affiliation and your job title):

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Name, address, and telephone number of all persons accompanying surveyor (include any organization or agency of affiliation and your job title):

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Date on which inspection was conducted:_____________________

INSTRUCTIONS

This form has been prescribed by the State Board of Elections through the cooperative efforts of the Committee to Study Polling Place Accessibility, a committee comprised of election officials, accessibility experts and members of the disability community.  This form is designed to allow for a practical evaluation of the accessibility of each polling place.  The form should be completed during the course of an on-site inspection of the polling place.  Such an inspection should take between 30 minutes to an hour depending on the nature and location of the polling place.  It will be necessary to use certain tools or instruments during the course of the inspection.  You should have no less than: a tape measure, or other tool to measure distances of up to 200 feet; a level, or other tool to measure slope; and a fish scale, or other tool to measure pound pressure on a door.  Do not attempt to conduct an inspection without the necessary tools.

It is important that you answer every question on the form.  If you cannot answer the question yes or no, indicate in the comment section why the question cannot be answered or is inapplicable.  For example, if the polling place does not have an elevator, write “N/A No elevator” in the comments section corresponding to the elevator questions.  If you have answered a question “No,” please explain your answer.  For example, if you have answered “No” to the question of whether the walkway to the polling place is free of protrusions, describe the protrusion in the path and the height of the protrusion.  If a question asks whether a certain minimum or maximum measurement is met and the answer is “No,” please set forth the actual measurement.  For example, if you have answered “No” as to whether the pathway to the polling place is no less than 36 inches wide, state in the comments section how wide the pathway is and whether this width is uniform.  Please print legibly.

Remember that you have the advantage of being at the polling place site whereas others reviewing this form will not.  Therefore, make all necessary comments to describe any deficiencies.  There is a general comments section at the end of the form in which you should take the time to offer any suggestions as to how the polling place can be made more “user-friendly” to those with and without disabilities.  Take extra paper with you to allow you the opportunity to add more thorough comments or sketch diagrams if necessary.

CATEGORY I:  PARKING


YES       NO
1.
If there is off-street parking, are spaces either permanently or 

temporarily designated for the disabled?  (If there is no off-street 

parking, write N/A in comments and go on to Category II.)
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.
With regard to off-street parking:

a.
Is the first accessible parking space at least 96 inches wide

with a 96 inch access aisle (van access)?
____     ____

b.
For all other accessible spaces, are such parking spaces at 

least 96 inches wide, with a 60 inch access aisle?
____     ____

c.
If there are more than 8 accessible parking spaces, is

there at least one van access space for each set of 

8 spaces?
____     ____

d.
Are the accessible parking spaces and access aisles on level 

ground (with a slope no greater than a rise of 1 foot in 50 

feet or 2%)?
____     ____

e.
Is the running slope on the accessible spaces no more

than 1 to 20, or 5%?
____     ____

f.
Is the parking area paved (concrete, asphalt, macadam, etc.)?
____     ____

g.
Are the accessible parking spaces within a reasonable distance 

(200 feet) of the building?  (If no, state distance in comments 

section.)
____     ____
h.
Is there a smooth curb ramp to connect these parking spaces to an 

accessible walk or to the building entrance?
____     ____

i.
Are these parking spaces designated by signs bearing the

symbol of accessibility?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

CATEGORY I:  PARKING (Cont’d.)

YES       NO
3.
Is there a level passenger drop-off zone at least 5 feet wide 

with a smooth curb-cut (not more than ¼ inch lip) connecting it to 

an accessible walk or to the building entrance?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.
Is there adequate lighting in the parking area?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

CATEGORY II: WALKWAYS OR PATHWAYS TO THE BUILDING


YES       NO
1.
Is the walkway or pathway to the building paved (concrete,

asphalt, macadam, etc.)?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.
Is the walkway or pathway to the building at least 36 inches

wide?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.
Are all curbs along the pathway to the building cut or ramped

with at least a 36 inch clear width and with slopes of no more

than a 1 inch rise in 12 inches?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

CATEGORY II:  WALKWAYS OR PATHWAYS TO THE BUILDING (Cont’d.)


YES       NO
4.
Are all stairs or steps along the walkway or pathway to the 

building either ramped (with a slope of no more than a 1 inch 

rise in 12 inches) or else provided with an alternative means

of access?  (If alternate means describe in comments.)
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.
Do stairs or steps along the walkway or pathway to the building

have non-slip surfaces and handrails extending at least one

foot beyond the landings?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6.
Is the walkway or pathway to the building entrance:

a.
Free of protrusions (such as fire hydrants, tree trunks, or

or other obstacles) which narrow the passage to less than

32 inches?  (If not, describe protrusions in comments.)
____     ____

b.
Free of any abrupt changes in level up to ¼ inch 

in height (such as where it crosses a driveway, parking lot, 

or another walkway, etc.)?  (Changes in level to ½ inch if  

beveled at 1:2 rise/run; Greater than ½ inch must be ramped.)
____     ____

c.
Free of any overhanging objects (such as tree branches, 

signs, etc.) which hang lower than 80 inches?

____     ____

d.
Free of any slopes or inclines greater than a 1 inch rise

in 20 inches?
____     ____

e.
Free of any grating with openings of over ½ inch wide

parallel to the direction of travel?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

CATEGORY II:  WALKWAYS OR PATHWAYS TO THE BUILDING (Cont’d.)


YES       NO
7.
Are walkways well lighted?
____     ____
Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

8.
Are there signs which identify the accessible route of travel

if that route is different from the primary route of travel to the

building?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

CATEGORY III: RAMPS ENTERING THE BUILDING

YES       NO
1.
Are building entrance stairs or steps, which are over ½ inch high 

provided either with a ramp, with an elevator, or with an alternative

means of unassisted passage (such as a chairlift or an alternative 

route of travel)?  (See Category II, Question 6(b))

(State means of access in comments.)
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.
With regard to ramps entering the building:

a.
Do all ramps have a slope no greater than a rise of 1 inch

in 12 inches?
____     ____

b.
Are ramps provided with non-slip surfaces?
____     ____

c.
For any ramp rising more than 6 inches or longer than 72

inches, is a handrail provided?
____     ____

d.
Are handrails between 34 to 38 inches above ramp surface?
____     ____

e.
Can handrails be gripped, meaning they are between

1¼ and 1½ inches in diameter and 1½ inches from wall?
____     ____

CATEGORY III: RAMPS ENTERING THE BUILDING (Cont’d)

YES       NO
f.
Are ramps and landing areas with drop-offs provided with

at least a 2 inch curb at the side to prevent slipping off the

ramp?
____     ____

 
 g. If there is a door at the top of the ramp, is there a level space 

of at least 5 feet by 5 feet where a person using a wheelchair 

can rest while the door is opened?  (If no, state the width of 

the ramp as well as whether ramp is perpendicular or parallel

to the entrance.)
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

CATEGORY IV: RAMPS AND ELEVATORS INSIDE THE BUILDING

YES       NO
1.
Are inside building stairs or steps, which are over ½ inch high

provided either with a ramp, with an elevator, or with an alternative

means of unassisted passage (such as a chairlift or an alternative 

route of travel)?  (See Category II, Question 6(b).)

(State means of access in comments.)
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.
With regard to inside ramps:

a.
Do all ramps have a slope no greater than a rise of 1 inch

in 12 inches?
____     ____

b.
Are ramps provided with non-slip surfaces?
____     ____

c.
For any ramp rising more than 6 inches or longer than 72

inches, is a handrail provided?
____     ____

d.
Are handrails between 34 to 38 inches above ramp surface?
____     ____

e.
Can handrails be gripped, meaning they are between

1¼ and 1½ inches in diameter and 1½ inches from wall?
____     ____

f.
Are ramps and landing areas with drop-offs provided with

at least a 2 inch curb at the side to prevent slipping off the

ramp?
____     ____

CATEGORY IV: RAMPS AND ELEVATORS INSIDE THE BUILDING (Cont’d)

YES       NO
g.
If there is a door at the top of the ramp, is there a level space 

of at least 5 feet by 5 feet where a person using a wheelchair 

can rest while the door is opened?  (If no, state the width of 

the ramp as well as whether the ramp is perpendicular or parallel

to the entrance.)
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.
With regard to elevators (answer only if elevators are the 

only accessible route; if not, write N/A in comments section and go on to Category VI):

a.
Are the hallway call buttons less than 48 inches high and not

obstructed by trashcans, plants or similar objects?  (If 

obstructed, state in comments type of obstruction and whether 

can be moved.)
____     ____

b.
Is the elevator car at least 54 inches by 68 inches wide?
____     ____

c.
Do elevator doors provide at least 36 inches clear width?
____     ____

d.
Are elevator controls less than 48 inches high (i.e, can

a person using a wheelchair operate the controls)?
____     ____

e.
Are control panels marked with raised lettering?
____     ____

f.
Can control buttons be activated by an object not emitting

heat?
____     ____

g.
Is the elevator in close proximity to the entrance of the

building with an obstructed path?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

CATEGORY V: OTHER ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES


YES       NO
1.
With regard to doors along the route of travel, inside and 

outside of the building:

a.
Do all doors have an opening which clears at least

32 inches wide?
____     ____

b.
Are all door thresholds less than ¼ inch high or ½ inch

with bevel at 1:2 (rise:run)?
____     ____

c.
Are all doors equipped with either arch or lever-type handles,

pushplates, or automatic openers (so that twisting a 

doorknob is not required)?
____     ____

d.
Do exterior doors require less than 8 pounds of pressure to 

open the doors or are automatic openers installed?
____     ____

e.
Do interior doors require less than 5 pounds of pressure

to open the doors or are automatic doors installed?
____     ____

f.
Where automatic doors are used, does the door remain

open at least 3 seconds?
____     ____

g.
Are glass doors marked with safety seals?
____     ____
h.
If there are multiple doors, is there sufficient space

between doors to accommodate a person using a wheelchair?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.
With regard to stairs along the route:

a.
Do stairs have non-slip surface?
____     ____

b.
Do stairs have handrails between 34-38 inches above

step level?
____     ____

c.
Can handrails be gripped, meaning they are between 

1¼ and 1½ inches in diameter and 1½ inches from the wall?
____     ____

d.
Do all steps have risers (the little vertical walls at the back

of each step)?
____     ____

CATEGORY V: OTHER ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES (Cont’d)


YES       NO
e.
Do all steps have tread areas at least 11 inches in deep?
____     ____

f.
Are all steps less than 7 inches in height?
____     ____

g.
Are stairs well lit?
____     ____

h.
Are stairs free of obstacles?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.
With regard to corridors along the route:

a.
Is the corridor at least 36 inches wide?
____     ____

b.
Is the corridor free of obstacles or protrusions (such as

boxes, water fountains, etc.) which extend more than 4 inches

from the wall and begin above 27 inches from the floor?
____     ____

c.
Is there sufficient lighting at all points along the route?
____     ____

d.
Is there a seating or rest area in any corridor longer than 

200 feet?
____     ____

e.
Does the corridor have a non-slip surface?
____     ____

f.
Are all rugs and mats securely fastened?
____     ____

g.
Is there sufficient unobstructed space for the reasonable

movement of voters using wheelchairs (36 inch aisles, 

5 foot diameter turning circle)?
____     ____

h.
Is there adequate lighting in the voting area?
____     ____
i.
Is seating available for elderly or voters with disabilities

awaiting their turn to vote?
____     ____

Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

GENERAL COMMENTS

Please identify any issues of concern about the polling place not addressed in the survey and offer any recommendations on curing those deficiencies or otherwise improving accessibility of this polling place.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FINAL DISPOSITION

Check One
_________
This polling place is fully accessible.  All questions were answered “Yes.”

_________
This polling place is accessible but with some practical accessibility issues.  All questions NOT in italics are answered “Yes” but one or more questions in italics are answered “No.”

_________
This polling place is not accessible.  One or more questions NOT in italics are answered “No.”

_______
____________________________________________

Date


Signature of Surveyor

REMEDIAL ACTION TAKEN AT POLLING PLACE
County/City/Election/District/Precinct:

________________________________________________________________________

Polling Place Name/Address/Location:  ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name of Surveyor: _____________________________  Date of Survey:_____________

Describe the deficiencies identified during the survey:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe efforts taken or will be taken to correct or attempt to correct the problem(s):

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If not accessible, describe efforts taken to notify voters and any responses:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Had this polling place been identified as NOT ACCESSIBLE after the survey? 

YES   ______

NO    ______

If yes, did the described remedial actions correct all problems making the polling place ACCESSIBLE?


YES   ______

NO    ______

_______
_________________________________________________________ 

Date


Signature of Election Employee or Surveyor

