
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

Virginia

	State Registration Requirement  

(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	Must be a qualified voter.

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-115 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	18 years.

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-101; Va Const. Art. II, § 1 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	Resident of the Commonwealth and of the precinct where vote. 

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-101; Va Const. Art. II, § 1 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	Precinct then Commonwealth

Insofar as practicable, each officer shall be a qualified voter of the precinct he is appointed to serve, but in any case a qualified voter of the Commonwealth. 

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-115 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	Affiliation Generally Required

Electoral boards appoint officers of election, if possible from lists of nominations filed by the political parties entitled to appointments. Parties file nominations with the secretary of the electoral board at least ten days before February 1 each year. Appointments shall be made giving representation to each of the two political parties having the highest and next highest number of votes in the Commonwealth for Governor at the last preceding gubernatorial election. The representation of the two parties shall be equal at each precinct having an equal number of officers and shall vary by no more than one at each precinct having an odd number of officers. One officer shall be designated as the chief officer of election and one officer as the assistant for each precinct. The officer designated as the assistant for a precinct, whenever practicable, shall not represent the same political party as the chief officer for the precinct. For a primary election involving only one political party, persons representing the political party holding the primary shall serve as the officers of election if possible.

VA Code § 24.2-115 (Thomson/West 2006).
Virginia Attorney General Opinion 06-058, 9/15/06
“It is my opinion that the Constitution of Virginia requires a local electoral board, where it is feasible to do so, to appoint officers of election who represent the two dominant political parties. It further is my opinion that when it is not feasible to appoint representatives of such parties, a board may appoint nonpartisan officers of election.” 
http://www.oag.state.va.us/OPINIONS/2006opns/06-058Jensen.pdf

	Term Requirements 

	Serve for a term not to exceed three years or until successors are appointed. 

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-115 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

Part time possible.

The electoral board may provide that the officers of election for one or more precincts may be assigned to work all or a portion of the time that the precinct is open on election day. However, the chief officer and the assistant chief officer, appointed to represent the two political parties, shall be on duty at all times. 
Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-115.1 (Thomson/West 2006).
Legislation Pending to allow the chief officer and the assistant chief officer to, by joint agreement, excuse an officer of election from the polling place for a brief period for a personal emergency.
2006 VA H.B. 1092 (NS) (Thomson/West 2006).
Each election worker is paid at least $75 for a full days work. 

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-116 (Thomson/West 2006).
Any person who serves as an officer of election as defined in § 24.2-101 shall neither be discharged from employment, nor have any adverse personnel action taken against him, nor shall he be required to use sick leave or vacation time, as a result of his absence from employment due to such service, provided he gave reasonable notice to his employer of such service. No person who serves for four or more hours, including travel time, on his day of service shall be required to start any work shift that begins on or after 5:00 p.m. on the day of his service or begins before 3:00 a.m. on the day following the day of his service. Any employer violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. 

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-118.1 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	Electoral boards instruct each chief officer and assistant in his duties not less than three nor more than 30 days before each election. Each electoral board may instruct each officer of election in his duties at an appropriate time or times before each November general election. 

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-115 (Thomson/West 2006).
Oath Required. 

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-120 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	No person, nor the deputy or the employee of any person, who holds any elective office of profit or trust under the government of the United States, the Commonwealth, or any county, city, or town of the Commonwealth, shall be appointed an officer of election. 

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-119 (Thomson/West 2006).


	Candidates Prohibited

	A candidate may require the removal of an officer of election for the election in which he is a candidate by a request in writing on the grounds that the officer is a spouse, parent, grandparent, sibling, child, or grandchild of an opposing candidate.  

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-117 (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	Prohibited if convicted of a felony, unless civil rights have been restored by the Governor or other appropriate authority. 

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-101; Va Const. Art. II, § 1 (Thomson/West 2006).
*Pending legislation would add that the General Assembly may provide by general law for the restoration of civil rights to persons who have been convicted of felonies and who have completed service of their sentence including any period or condition of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.

2006 VA S.J.R. 307 (NS) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	Prohibited if adjudicated incapacitated unless capacity has been reestablished as provided by law.

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-101 Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-101; Va. Const. Art. II, § 1 (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	Must be competent. 

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-115 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Good Reputation Requirement

	Must be competent. 

Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-115 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	No Information Available.

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	No Information Available.
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