
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

New Mexico

	State Registration Requirement  

(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	Must be a voter. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-8; N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-10 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	18 years. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-1-4 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	New Mexico state resident twelve months, in the county ninety days, and in the precinct in which he offers to vote thirty days, next preceding the election. 

N.M. Const. Art. 7, §1 (Thomson/West 2006).
30 days for Presidential elections.

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-21-3 (Thomson/West 2006).
A person does not gain or lose residence solely by reason of his presence or absence while...a student at an institution of learning...

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-1-7(D) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	Precinct then County.

Shall be a resident of the representative district and county in which the precinct where he is a voter is located. Wherever possible, the county clerk shall assign persons appointed as precinct board members to serve in precincts wherein they reside or in precincts located in the representative district wherein they reside.
N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-7(A) (1); N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-11 (Thomson/West 2006).
In the event of a shortage or absence of precinct board members in certain precincts, the county clerk may, in the best interest of the election process, assign appointed precinct board members to serve in any precinct in the county, provided that such appointed board members shall not change the proportionate representation of each party on the board. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-11 (Thomson/West 2006).


	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	Affiliation Considered.

Appointment of election officials varies according to numbers of voting machines, but the various formulae maintain a balance so that representation from all major political parties is assured.  

NM Stat §1-2-12 (B) - (D) (Thomson/West 2006).
The county clerk, on or before fifty-five days next preceding the primary election, shall appoint the precinct board for each precinct in the following order: from the list submitted by the major party county chairmen, from the standby list (compiled by county clerk), from any other list of voters who have the same qualifications and comply with the same requirements as provided for precinct board members. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-10; N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-6 (A) (Thomson/West 2006).
If the county clerk determines that additional election clerks are needed in a precinct, the clerk may appoint such additional election clerks as he deems necessary; provided, however, that such appointments shall be made in the manner that provides for representation from all major political parties. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-12(E) (Thomson/West 2006).
The county chairman of each of the major political parties may file with the county clerk at least thirty days before the date of appointment the names of not more than four voters for each precinct to be considered for appointment as a member of the precinct board. Such names shall be those of persons residing in the precinct to which they are to be appointed and who meet the qualifications required for a precinct board member. The county chairman may indicate his order of preference for each of the persons recommended for each precinct. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-8 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Term Requirements 

	The members of the precinct board shall be appointed for a term of two years beginning April 1, 2006.
N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-6(B) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	Members of a precinct board shall be compensated for their services at the rate of not less than the federal minimum hourly wage rate or more than one hundred fifty dollars for an election day. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-16(A) (Thomson/West 2006).


	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	Before serving as a presiding judge of a precinct board, a person shall receive training in the duties of that position and be certified for the position by the county clerk. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-7(B) (Thomson/West 2006).
Oath Required. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-7(A) (4) (Thomson/West 2006).
Each judge must attend a school of instruction in the calendar year that they are appointed to serve. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-17(E) (Thomson/West 2006).
The secretary of state shall provide: (1) instructions for the precinct board, which shall include a brief non-technical explanation of their duties as required by the Election Code; and (2) a single training manual containing standard guidelines for the operations and processes of statewide elections, including pre-election day activities, election-day activities and post-election-day activities and county and state canvassing processes. When any specific duty is imposed by the instructions issued under the Election Code, the duty shall be deemed to be a requirement of the law.  

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-7 (A) & (B) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	No person who is a sheriff, deputy sheriff, marshal, deputy marshal or state or municipal policeman. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-7(C) (3) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Candidates Prohibited

	No candidates for any federal, state, district or county office or spouse, parent, child, brother or sister of any candidate to be voted for at the election. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-7(C) (1) & (2) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	Prohibited if convicted of a felonious or infamous crime, unless restored to political rights.

N.M. Const. Art. 7, §1 (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	Prohibited if idiot or insane.

N.M. Const. Art. 7, §1 (Thomson/West 2006).


	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	Must be able to read and write and have the necessary capacity to carry out functions with acceptable skill and dispatch

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-7(A) (2) & (3) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Good Reputation Requirement

	No Information Available.

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	Messengers.

County clerk may appoint messengers to deliver ballot boxes, poll books, keys, election supplies and other materials pertaining to the election. Messengers shall be paid mileage as provided in the Per Diem and Mileage Act each way over the usually traveled route. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-20 (Thomson/West 2006).
Per Diem rates can be as high as $95 a day. 

N.M. Stat. Ann. §10-8-4 (Thomson/West 2006).
Translators. 

In those polling places designated by the secretary of state as being subject to the provisions of the 1975 amendments to the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, oral assistance shall be made available to assist language minority voters who cannot read sufficiently well to exercise the elective franchise.  In those precincts where oral assistance is required, the position of election translator is created. The election translator shall:

• Be an additional member of the regular precinct board unless oral assistance to language minorities can otherwise be rendered by a member of the regular precinct board; 

• Be appointed by the county clerk in the same manner as other precinct board members are appointed, except that the county clerk in appointing American Indian election translators shall seek the advice of the pueblo or tribal officials residing in that county;
• Take the oath required of precinct board members;

• Meet the same qualifications as other precinct board members; and
• Represent each political party as required by law for precinct boards.

N.M. Stat. Ann. §1-2-19 (A) - (C) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	No Information Available.
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