
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

Iowa
	State Registration Requirement  
(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	Must be registered voter.

Iowa Code § 49.13(1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	18 years.

Iowa Code § 48A.5 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	State.  

Iowa Code § 48A.5 (Thomson/West 2006).
Note: College Student Registration

A student who resides at or near the school the student attends, but who is also able to claim a residence at another location under the provisions of this section, may choose either location as the student's residence for voter registration and voting purposes.  

Iowa Code § 48A.5A (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	Preference to Precinct, but County allowed.

Election board members must be registered voters of the county.  Preference shall be given to appointment of residents of a precinct to serve as precinct election officials for that precinct, but the commissioner may appoint other residents of the county where necessary.  

Iowa Code § 49.13 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	Affiliation Generally Required, unless there are insufficient workers available.

Election officials must be members of one of the two political parties whose candidates for president of the United States or for governor, as the case may be, received the largest and next largest number of votes in the precinct at the last general election.  However, people who are not members of either of these parties may be appointed to serve for any election in which no candidates appear on the ballot under the heading of either of these political parties.  

Iowa Code § 49.13(2) (Thomson/West 2006).
County chairs of each political party designate names for appointment to the election board not less than 30 days prior to each primary election, and not less than 20 days before the primary the commissioner appoints the election board from those lists. If there are insufficient numbers, unlisted members of the political parties may be appointed. The commissioner may also appoint people, without reference to their party affiliation, who have advised the commissioner they are willing to serve for elections in which no candidates appear on the ballot under the heading of either of these political parties.  

Iowa Code § 49.15 (Thomson/West 2006).
Not more than a simple majority in any precinct, or of the two combined boards in any precinct for which a double election board is appointed, shall be members of the same political party or organization if one or more registered voters of another party or organization are qualified and willing to serve on the board.  

Iowa Code § 49.12 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Term Requirements 

	Approximately two years.

Each election official shall remain available for appointment to the election board of the precinct until a new panel is drawn up unless the person's name is sooner deleted from the panel by the commissioner.  

Iowa Code § 49.16 (Thomson/West 2006)..  

A new panel is drawn up every two years.  

Iowa Code § 49.15 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	Compensation is fixed by the county in which they serve, and workers shall receive compensation at a rate established by the board of supervisors, not less than $3.50 per hour and shall be reimbursed for actual and necessary travel expense at a rate determined by the board of supervisors.  

Iowa Code § 49.20 (Thomson/West 2006).
Officials shall also be compensated for attending a training course.  

Iowa Code § 49.125 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	Not later than the day before each primary and general election, the commissioner shall hold a training course for all election personnel.  At least two precinct election officials who will serve on each precinct election board at the forthcoming election shall attend the training course. If the entire board does not attend, those members who do attend shall so far as possible be persons who have not previously attended a similar training course.  

Iowa Code § 49.124 (Thomson/West 2006).
The state commissioner shall provide a training manual and such additional material as may be necessary to all commissioners for conducting the required training course and to revise the manual from time to time as may be necessary.   

Iowa Code § 49.126 (Thomson/West 2006).                                                  

Oath required.  

Iowa Code § 49.75 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	No Information Available.


	Candidates Prohibited

	No candidate to be voted upon in that precinct, or any person related to a candidate within the third degree of consanguinity or affinity, unless  there is no opposing candidate seeking the office.

Iowa Code § 49.16 (1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	Prohibited if convicted of a felony unless that right is restored by the Governor or President of the United States. 

Iowa Code § 48A.6 (Thomson/West 2006).
*Note: State of Iowa Executive Order 42, signed by Governor Thomas J. Vilsack on July 4, 2005, restored the voting rights of all persons convicted of felonies and aggravated misdemeanors once they have completed their prison sentences. 
http://www.governor.state.ia.us/legal/41_45/EO_42.pdf; http://www.governor.state.ia.us/requests/citizenship_faq.html
* Legislation pending: “ A person convicted of a felony criminal offense who has been discharged from probation under section 907.9, discharged from parole or work release under section 906.15, or who is released from confinement under section 902.6 because the person has completed the person's term of confinement shall have the right to register to vote and to vote.” 

 2005 IA S.F. 63 (NS)

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	Must not be incompetent to vote. 

Iowa Code § 48A.6 (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	No Information Available.

	Good Reputation Requirement

	No Information Available.

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	No Information Available.

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	Legislation pending to amend Iowa Code §§ 49.13 & 49.15 to allow high school juniors and seniors who are not yet qualified to be registered voters to be appointed as precinct election board members, but not board chairpersons, if they meet certain statutory requirements.
2005 IA H.F. 95 (NS)
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