
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

Indiana
	State Registration Requirement  
(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	Must be registered.
Ind. Code §3-6-6-1(d); Ind. Code §3-6-6-2(c); Ind. Code §3-6-6-3(c); 
Ind. Code §3-6-6-5(c) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	18 at next election. May vote in primaries if will be 18 by date of related election.                                                                                                         Ind. Code §3-7-13-1(1); Ind. Code §3-7-13-2 (Thomson/West 2006). 

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	 
Precinct resident for at least 30 days. 
Ind. Code §3-7-13-1(3) (Thomson/West 2006).
May vote in primaries if will be resident for 30 days by date of related election.
Ind. Code §3-7-13-2 (Thomson/West 2006). 

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	County.
Ind. Code §3-6-6-1(d); Ind. Code §3-6-6-2(c); Ind. Code §3-6-6-3(c); Ind. Code §3-6-6-5(c) (Thomson/West 2006). 

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	
Affiliation Required.
County Chairmen of the major political parties nominate precinct election officers no later than twenty-one days before an election.  Other than for the Inspector position, precinct election officers may be nominated for 1/2 day shifts, as long as a concurrent nomination is made for the second 1/2 of the day. 
Ind. Code §3-6-6-10 (a) & (b) (Thomson/West 2006).
If a county chairman fails to make timely nomination, the county election board may fill a vacancy in a precinct election office by majority vote of the county election board beginning noon 14 days before election day.

Ind. Code §3-6-6-13 (Thomson/West 2006).

County Election Board appoints Precinct Election Board consisting of one inspector nominated by party whose candidate for secretary of state received the highest vote and two judges, two poll clerks, two sheriffs and possibly two assistant poll clerks, one of each nominated by the two major political parties. 
Ind. Code §3-6-6-8; Ind. Code §§3-6-6-1, 2, 3, & 4 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Term Requirements 

	
The appointment of a precinct election officer and the swearing of an oath create a binding contract for the officer's services that expires when the canvass of the precinct is complete.  
Ind. Code §3-6-6-37 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	Part time possible
Other than for the Inspector position, precinct election officers may be nominated for 1/2 day shifts, as long as a concurrent nomination is made for the second 1/2 of the day. 
Ind. Code §3-6-6-10 (a) & (b) (Thomson/West 2006).
Compensation fixed by county executive. 
Ind. Code §3-6-6-25 (Thomson/West 2006).
Inspector may be compensated for additional services. 
Ind. Code §3-6-6-26 (Thomson/West 2006).
Meals or meal allowance provided on election day.
Ind. Code §3-6-6-31 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	County Board shall conduct training no later than day before election day.  Inspectors are required to attend, and county board may require attendance of other precinct officers. 
Ind. Code §3-6-6-40 (Thomson/West 2006).
Certified Election Worker Program enacted in 2005.  It will be administered by the secretary of state and provides four year precinct official certifications to individuals who complete training. 
Ind. Code §3-6-6.5 (Thomson/West 2006).
Oath required. 
Ind. Code §3-6-6-19; Ind. Code §3-6-6-23 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	No Prohibition
Note: An individual is prohibited from holding more than one “lucrative office” at the same time. 

Ind. Constit. Art. 2, § 9. However, The position of precinct election officer is not a “lucrative office” for purposes of this Constitutional provision.
Ind. Code §3-6-6-37(c) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Candidates Prohibited

	
No candidates or candidate's relatives by birth, marriage, or adoption.  Not prohibited if candidate is running unopposed for a political party office. 
Ind. Code §3-6-6-7(3) & (4) (Thomson/West 2006).  
May not be an inspector if a chairman or treasurer of candidate on ballot.  

Ind. Code §3-6-6-7(5) (b) (Thomson/West 2006).


	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	
Disenfranchised as a voter and therefore prohibited if imprisoned, or otherwise subject to lawful detention, following conviction of a crime.
Ind. Code §3-7-13-4 (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	
No Constitutional or statutory disqualification found.

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	
Prohibited if unable to read, write, and speak the English language.
Ind. Code §3-6-6-7(1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Good Reputation Requirement

	
Ineligible to serve as precinct election officer if have property bet or wagered on election results.

Ind. Code §3-6-6-7(2) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	No Information Available. 

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	College Pollworkers.
If county chair has failed to make nominations 14 days before election day, county election board may appoint a student enrolled at an institution of higher education, who is a registered voter in county, to serve as a nonpartisan precinct election officer. 

Ind. Code §3-6-6-13 (Thomson/West 2006).
Assistant poll clerks 
Two assistant poll clerks may be appointed in each precinct, one from each major political party.  Don't have to be a voter if a resident of county and at least 16, but not older than 17.

Ind. Code §3-6-6-3 (Thomson/West 2006).
County election board, by unanimous vote of entire membership, may permit an individual who is a student, at least 16 years of age, but not more than 17 years of age, to serve as a poll worker, or an assistant to any poll worker. However, a student assistant cannot serve as the inspector (the presiding poll worker in the precinct.) Student assistants must meet citizenship, grade point average, county residence, and parental/guardian approval requirements to serve. 

Ind. Code §3-6-6-39 (Thomson/West 2006).
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