
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

California

	State Registration Requirement  

(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	
Must be a registered voter

Cal. Elec. Code §12302(a) (Thomson/West 2006). 

	Age Requirement

	18 years of age.

Cal. Elec. Code § 2000(b) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	 
Precinct on permanent basis with intention of making it home. 

A student may qualify as an elector if they have abandoned previous domicile. 

Cal. Elec. Code § 2021(b); Cal. Elec. Code § 2025 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	State.

A member of precinct board shall be a voter of the state.  The member may serve only in precinct to which appointed. 

Cal. Elec. Code §12302(b) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	
No Affiliation Required.                                                      

Any voter may file application with elections official to be Precinct Board member. 

Cal. Elec. Code § 12300 (Thomson/West 2006).
Party affiliation does not appear to be required. 

Cal. Elec. Code § 12108 (Thomson/West 2006).
90 days before election, political party county committee may nominate a registered resident of precinct to board.  County officials give preference to nominees of parties with at least 10% of registered voters in precinct. 

Cal. Elec. Code § 12306 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Term Requirements 

	No Information Available.


	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	Stipend and hours fixed by County. 

Cal. Elec. Code §12310 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	
Currently varies by County.  Certain minimum training required for Inspectors. 

Cal. Elec. Code § 12309 (Thomson/West 2006).
Legislation enacting uniform California training standards is pending.

Cal. Elec. Code § 12309.5 (Thomson/West 2006).
Binding Declaration, to fully discharge duties, required. 

Cal. Elec. Code § 12321 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	
No Information Available

	Candidates Prohibited

	
No Information Available

	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	
Prohibited if in prison or on parole for the conviction of a felony.

Cal. Elec. Code § 2101; Cal. Const. Art. II, § 4 (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	
Prohibited if deemed mentally incompetent.  

Cal. Elec. Code §2208; Cal. Const. Art. II, § 4 (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	Must read and write the English language 

Cal. Elec. Code § 12303(a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Good Reputation Requirement

	
No information available.


	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	
Translators 

Translators hired where either foreign language speakers are 3% or more of population or elections officials determine need. 

Cal. Elec. Code § 12303(b) (c) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	
· At least 16 years of age at the time of the election; 

· A high school senior with a grade point average of at least 2.5;

· A student in good standing, attending a public or private secondary educational institution;

· County sets pay, generally between $40 and $80.                                                                                                                                              Cal. Elec. Code §12302 (Thomson/West 2006).
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