U.S. ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION

2016 Election Administration & Voting Survey

Statutory Overview

In order to better understand state laws governing Federal elections, the U.S. Election Assistance
Commission, as part of its biennial Election Administration and Voting Survey, is collecting
information on state election laws and procedures. These answers will help EAC to better
understand the quantitative data relating to the 2016 general election that we are collecting from
all U.S. states and territories.

EAC understands that responding to this Statutory Overview may require significant staff time on
the part of your office. Please be assured that we have attempted to minimize the burden, and we
appreciate your cooperation in this very important project.

Information Supplied By
Name |Lori Bjornlund

Title | Elections Administrator

Office/Agency Name |VT Secretary of State

Address 1 | 128 State Street

Address 2
city |Montpelier

State | Vermont
Zip Code |05633
E-mail Address |lori.bjornlund@sec.state.vt.us

Telephone (area Code and number) |802-828-2464

Fax Number (area code and number)
802-282-5171
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DIRECTIONS AND EXAMPLE

As appropriate, please provide your state’s legal citation for the responses to the questions beginning on the
following page.

Please answer each question to the best of your ability. If a term or concept is ambiguous, please explain why. If
a question is not applicable to your state, please explain why. If a definition or term lacks statutory reference in
your state but is widely used in practice, please explain. If election procedures vary at the local level within your
state, please explain these variations to the best of your ability.

The Statutory Overview data collection document has two columns below each question.

e On the left, we have provided you with the answer your state provided for the 2014 Statutory
Overview. If there has not been a change in your state’s laws or legal citation in the response to
a question, please mark the box labeled No Change since 2014 at the top of the left column.

e |f the response has changed since 2014 — or your state has not answered this question previously
for some reason— please mark the box labeled Changed since 2014 at the top of the right
column and then provide the new answer in the text box provided. If your response is too long to
fit in the box, please make a note in the text box and place your response in the “Notes” page at
the end of the document. Additionally, if a law was repealed in full, please answer “repealed in
full” in the box.

If any of your state laws are currently enjoined or otherwise blocked from enforcement by a state or federal court
or by executive decision, please specify.
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Example:
Al. How does your state define the following terms related to votes and ballots? Please provide your

state’s legal citation defining these terms, where applicable.

a) Over-vote

No Change since 2014 [_] Changed since 2014

Statecodel.11- An attemptto votefor alarger
numberof candidateshanis allowed.

b) Under-vote

[ |No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014

Statecodel.12- An attemptto votefor a

Thistermhasno legaldefinition.
smallernumberof candidateshanis allowed.
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SECTION A: GENERAL

A1l. How does your state define the following terms related to votes and ballots? Please provide your
state’s legal citation defining these terms, where applicable.

a) Over-vote

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

Not definedby statestatute The VermontOfficial Returnof
Votesincludesovervotedn the“spoiled” categoryfor each
contesbr race.

b) Under-vote

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

Not definedby statestatute.The VermontOfficial Returnof
Votesincludesundervotesn the“blank” categoryfor each
contesbor race.The VermontAdministrativeRule on “What
Constitutesa Vote” alsoincludesthis information.
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¢) Blank ballot

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Not definedby statestatute The VermontOfficial Returnof
Votesincludesblanksin the“blank” categoryfor each
contestbr race.

d) Void/Spoiled ballot

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

Therearemultiple definitionsin statestatute17V.S.A. §
2568definesspoiledballot aswhenavotertakesa ballot,
makesa mistakeandthenreturnsthe ballotto getanother
ballotto vote.

17V.S.A.82587providesthatif theelectionofficials cannot
determinghevoter’'sintentby themarkingon the ballot for a
race,thenthatshallbe countedasspoiled.This would be
reportedasspoiledfor therace.

If avoterwriteshis nameor anyinformationthatwould
causeheelectionofficials to knowwhoseballotis being
counted17V.S.A. §2587providesthattheballotis to be
consideredpoiledfor all races.

If anearlyabsentedallotvoterdoesnot signthecertificate
envelopeor fails to returnthe unvotedballotsin a Primary
Election,theballotis considereddefective” underl?
V.S.A.8§2547andtheballot shallnotbecounted A defective
ballotis aform of spoiledballot.
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e) Provisional/Challenged ballot

1 No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014

2014Response:

2016Response:

17V.S.A.82556providesthe samedefinition asfederallaw.
However,in Vermontstatelaw we alsohavea sworn
affidavit procesghatallowsavoterto beaddedo the
checklist(voterregistrationist) andvote aregularballotif
he swearshe submitteda timely registratiorform. Therefore,
underVermontlaw, anyvoterwho would qualify for a
federalprovisionballot, would insteadcompletethe sworn
affidavit, beaddedto the voterregistrationchecklist,and
would votearegularballot. ThereforeVermontelection
officials only useprovisionalballotsfor personsvho arenot
living in thejurisdictionbutwho claimthat“they heardon
TV thattheycanvoteatanypolling placein the state”.
(Connecticutaw allowsa CT voterto votefor Presidentt
anypolling placein the statesovotershearthis onthenews
andbecomeconfused.)ThereforeVermonthasvery few
provisionalballotsin anyelection.

17V.S.A. 82556(ahasbeenamended(a) If anindividual'sname
doesnotappeaonthe checklistandtheindividual claimsto have
submittedanapplicationfor the checklistandrefusego completea
newapplicationin accordanceavith subdivision2563(2)of this
chapterpr if theindividual'sregistrationapplicationhasbeen
rejectedandtheindividual disputeghatrejection,the election
official shallallow theindividualto vote provisionally.dueto 8§
2144allowing for samedayvoterregistration.

f) Absentee
No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Title 17 treatsabsentedallotsandearlyvoting asthesame.
Thereferenceshroughoutvermontelectionlaw referto
“early absenteeoting”. Thesamerulesapplyto all early
absentedallots.
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g) Early voting

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
Title 17 treatsabsentedallotsandearlyvoting the same The
referenceshroughoutvermontelectionlaw referto “early
absente®oting”. Thesamerulesapplyto all earlyabsentee
ballots.

h) Active Voter

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

An activevoteris avoterwho hasbeenaddedo thevoter
registrationchecklistandwho hasnot beenchallengecy the
local boardof civil authority(local electionshoard).
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1) Inactive Voter

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

A voterthathasbeensenta challengdetter(seel7 VSA §
2150(3))from thelocal electionboardstatingthatthe board
believeghevoterhasmovedout of thetown or city andasks
thevoterto completetheresponsdorm eitheracknowledgint
he hasleft town or affirming a physicalresidenceén town.

j) Other terms (please specify)

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

Defectiveballot— 17 V.S.A. 8§2547definesanabsentedallot
thatis returnedoutsidethe absentedallot certificate
envelopepr if the certificateis not signedthentheballotis
markedasa defectiveballot. This meanghatthe entireballot
is notcountedfor anyrace.
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A2. Please provide the legal citation for any significant changes to election laws or procedures that have
been enacted or adopted since the previous Federal election. “Significant” does not include routine or
technical changes (such as changes to election district boundaries or polling place changes). However,
EAC would like to learn about any new identification requirements for voters or registrants; changes in
eligibility for voting or registering; adoption of alternative voting methods; and other changes that you
believe represent a significant change in the way your state runs its elections.

1 No Change since 2014

2014Response:

Changed since 2014

2016Response:

In 2010,the Vermontlegislaturerespondedo the MOVE
Act requiremenbf 45 dayballot transittime andmovedthe
VermontstatewidePrimaryto the 4th Tuesdayof August.
Thelegislaturealsomovedthe candidatdiling deadlinefor
major,minor, andindependentandidateso notlaterthan
thesecondlhursdayin June.

In 2011Vermontamendedts votereligibility statuteto
allow 17 year-olds‘'who will be 18 yearsof ageon or before
thedateof ageneraklection[to] registerandvotein the
primaryelectionimmediatelypreceedindghatgeneral
election.”17V.S.A. §2121.

In 2014,the Vermontlegislaturemadesignificantchangego
Title 17 ElectionsLaw.

-New votersmustbe addedo the statewidevoter checklist
within 3 daysof receiptof their applicationby theclerk. (17
VSA sec.2144b(a)(1))

-Thetown clerk’s office shallbe openon the 46thday before
anyelectionthatincludesa federaloffice (i.e. primary &
generaklectionsyandthetown clerk shallsendon or before
thatdayall absentedallotsto any military or overseawoter
who requestednearlyvoterabsente®allot on or beforethat
day.PLEASENOTE —the46thday prior to anelectionis
ALWAYS aFriday.

-Ballotsmaybedeliveredby justicesof the peaceoill or
disabledvotersassoonastheballotsareavailable,(17 VSA
sec.2538)

-At least30 daysprior to everylocal, primaryandgeneral
election,clerksmustreporttheir polling place(s)}o the
Secretarnof State’soffice. Locationsmayonly be changed
within 30 daysof anelectionin casef emergencyandin
suchcasesthe changeof locationmustbereportedo the
SOSwithin 24 hours.On electionday,if a changeof polling
placeis necessargueto anemergencythe SOSoffice now
hasthe authorityto provideassistancentherelocation.(17
VSA sec.2502)

-Theprimaryelectionis movedfrom the 4th Tuesdayin
Augustto the2nd Tuesdayin August.Thiswill beeffective
for the2016primaryelection.(17 VSA sec.2351).For 2014,
the primary dateremainghefourth Tuesdayin August:
August26.

-Clerksarerequiredto enterearly/absenteeoter datainto
the Secretaryf State’sabsentedallot portaluponreceiptof
theapplicationsClerkswill nolongerberequiredto provide
copiesof absente@oterlists uponrequestRequestsor lists
will all gothroughthe SOSoffice. Thisis for primaryand
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-17V.S.A. § 2144Amended ElectionDay Voter Registration
andbecomesffectiveon Januaryl, 2017.

-17V.S.A. § 2145a Amended AutomaticVoter Registratiomat
the Departmenbf Motor VehicleandbecomesffectiveJuly 1,
2017.

-17V.S.A. § 2546a.Added,Day Preceding=lection; Depositof
Early Voter AbsenteeBallotsin Vote Tabulatorandbecomes
effectiveJanuaryl, 2017.

-17V.S.A. 8§ 2491. Amended Mandatoryuseof Vote Tabulators
for townswith 1,0000r moreregisteredrotersasof Decembe31
in even-numbereglears EffectivedateJuly 1, 2016.
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SECTION B: VOTER REGISTRATION

B1. Is your state’s voter registration database system best described as a bottom-up, a top-down, or a
hybrid? (Note: A bottom-up system generally uploads information retained at the local level and
compiled at regular intervals to form the statewide voter registration list. A top-down system is hosted
on a single, central platform/mainframe and is generally maintained by the state with information
supplied by local jurisdictions. A hybrid is some combination of both systems described above.)

1 No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Our statewidevoterregistrationdatabassystemis topdown | |Vermontlaunchedanew StatewideElectionsManagemen8ystem
hostedon serverdn our office. Town andCity Clerksusea in Octoberof 2015.The newsystemallowsfor Online VVoter
remotedesktopconnectiorto enterdatadirectly into the Registratiorandonceregisteredallowsvotersto accessheir My
system. Voter Registratiorpageto updatetheir addresstequestan
early/absenteballot, trackthe ballot, find their polling placeas
well asseea sampleballot. The systemis still atop downsystem.

If your state uses a bottom-up or hybrid system, how often do local jurisdictions transmit registration
information to the state list?

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
N/A
OMB Control No. 3265-0006 10
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B2. Please describe the process used in your state to move voters from the active list to the inactive list,
and from the inactive list to the active list. Is a different process used for UOCAVA voters?

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014

2014Response:

2016Response:

Whenthelocal electionboardbelievesa voterhasmovedout
of thetown or city, it directstheclerkto sendaletterto the
voter (thereis aform letterin the statewidevoterregistration
databasedlongwith aresponsdorm for thevoterto
completeandreturn.Theletter stateshatthe boardbelieves
thevoterhasleft thejurisdictionandis no longerentitledto
be onthevoterregistrationchecklistandasksthevoterto
completetheresponsdorm, signit andreturnit to thetown
clerk.

For UOCAVA votertheform letteris modifiedto statethat
thelocal boardbelieveshatthe voterhasleft the military or
hasreturnedo residesomewherelsein the United States
andasksthe voterto completetheresponsdéorm thateither
heis still in themilitary or still living outsidetheU.S. or
checksaboxthatheis nolongerqualifiedto remainon the
checklist.

A voteris returnedo the activelist if andwhenthevoter
returnstheresponsdorm swearingthathe continuego reside
ataphysicallocationwithin thetown or city OR for

B3. Please describe your state’s process for removing voters from the voter registration rolls (not merely
moving them from active to inactive). Please include information regarding notices and confirmations.
Are these procedures the same for UOCAVA voters?

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response:

2016Response:

A votercanbe movedfrom activeor challengedo purged
(history)whenany of thefollowing occurs:
-thevotersubmitsa changeof addres$orm to thetown or to
theDMV showingthatthevoterhasmovedto a different
town or city for voting purposes,
-whenthevotersignsandreturnsthe responsdorm to the
challengdetterstatingthatthathe hasmovedfrom thetown
or city andstatingthathe canberemovedrom the checklist,
-whena deathcertificateor public noticeof deathis received
-whena noticeof voterregistrationin anothertown, city or
statewith the voterauthorizingremovalis received,

-or whenanywritten authorizatiorby the voterto removehis
namefrom the checklistis providedto thetown or city clerk.

Yes,theproceduresrethe samefor UOCAVA votersexcept
asexplainedabove it would occurwhenthevoterleft the
military or anoverseagitizenreturnedo residein the United
States.

If avoterdoesnotrespondo achallengdetter“the boardof
civil antharitvshallremavethevnter'snamefrom the
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B4. Can your state’s voter registration database (or equivalent) share information electronically with
your state’s driver’s license agency (for example, to match records or trace changes in address)? Can
your voter registration database be similarly linked with databases in any other state or Federal
agencies? Please describe these links, including any use of database matching to verify voter registration
applications.

1 No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

VermontDMV sendsafile eachnightto a FTP sitethatour Vermont;snew ElectionManagemensystenreceivesall files
databasautomaticallyfinds anduploadsto our databasso from the DMV electronicallythroughSFTP.

thatthetown clerk canclick a buttonto find outif the DL# TheDMYV files are:

enteredby the clerk matcheghe Driver’s licenseinformation| |1) All DMV Driver'sLicenseRecords.

providedby DMV. Soit is notrealtime but only a 24 delay 2) All newVT voterregistrations.

beforethetown clerk canverify all DMV data. 3) All VT DMV addresshanges.

4) Last4 digits of SSNAAMVA SSAverifications.

We matchDriver’s licensenumbersasdescribedbove For
voterswho do nothavea DMV PID#, our staff deliver
informationto DMV staffwhothenusethe AAMVA SSA
systemto verify thelast4 digits of the SSNs.

B5. Please describe how your state uses National Change of Address (NCOA). What has been your
state’s experience with NCOA?

No Change since 2014 [J Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Vermontdoesnot usethe NCOA on a statewidebasis. A
limited numberof largetownsor citiesmayusethe NCOA.
Ourunderstandingrom pastusersis thatthis wasnot
effectivein providingbetterinformationto locatevotersor to
locateduplicates.
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B6. Please describe your state’s voting eligibility requirements as they relate to individuals with a felony
conviction. (For example, are convicted felons allowed to vote while in prison or while on parole or
probation? Are voting rights automatically restored or does the individual have to apply for a pardon,
certificate of eligibility or other similar certificate? Does an individual whose voting rights have been
restored have to produce documentation of his/her status when registering to vote?)

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Vermontlaw allows convictedfelonsto continueto votein
thelastplaceof residencémmediatelyprior to incarceration
—uvotingrightsarenotlostby convictionof afelonyin
Vermont.17V.S.A. §2122(a).

B7. Does your state currently use the Internet in any way to facilitate voter registration? If yes, please
describe how your state allows voters to use the Internet in the registration process (e.g., entire
registration completed online; completed online but then must be printed, signed, and mailed by voter,
etc.).

1 No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
We posta downloadablevoterregistrationform thatvoter’s Vermontnow hasanOnline Voter Registrationwebsitethatallows
candownload print, completeandmail. voter'sto submittheform electronicallyto theirtown clerk. Once

thevotercompletegheonline procesgheregistrations
automaticallydirectedto the clerk'sDashboardn our Elections
Managemen§ystem.

https://www.olvr.sec.state.vt.us/
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SECTION C: ELECTION ADMINISTRATION

C1. Please describe how all votes cast at a place other than the voter’s precinct of registration are
tabulated (for example, please include descriptions of such votes as absentee ballots, mail-in ballots,
votes cast at vote centers, provisional ballots, early voting locations, etc.).

a. Are the votes counted centrally or at the precincts?

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

All ballotsarecountedat the polling placeincludingearly
absenteballotswhich arecommingledduring ElectionDay
with ballotsbeingvotedat the polling place.Vote-by-
TelephonéballotsandProvisionalballots,if any(becauseve
havea swornaffidavit procedurego allow avoterto beadded
atthepolling placewe shouldnot haveanyprovisional
ballotsto count),arecountedcentrallyat the office of the
Secretanyof State.For examplejn our statePrimaryElection

b. If centrally tabulated, are the votes redirected to the appropriate
precinct for reporting in the canvass?

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

TheVote by Telephonesotesareaddedo the correctpolling
placefor thefinal canvass.

c. Are the absentee, mail, etc., votes reported separately for each precinct,
or are they added to the in-precinct results and reported as just a single
number?

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Early absentedallotsarecommingledat eachprecinctor
polling placeandreportedn onepolling placetotal. Thetotal
numberof absente@otesis reportedon the ORV butthe
absenteeareincludedin thetotal votescastasasingle
number.
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d. How are UOCAVA ballots counted and reported?

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

UOCAVA ballotsaregenerallyearlyabsentedallotsandare
commingledandreportedn onepolling placetotal.

C2. Does your state require a reason for voting absentee, or does your state allow no-excuse absentee
voting? (If a reason is required, please provide the legal citation.)

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

No excuseneeded.

C3. Does your state provide for in-person early voting? If so, how is early voting defined? When early
voting is used, are the ballots counted at the precinct or at a central location? How are these votes
reported?

[J No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
Electionsareadministeredtthetown or city levelin Electionsareadministeredtthetown or city levelin Vermont.

Vermont.Voterscangoto theclerk’s office to votein the45 | |Voterscangoto theclerk’s office to votein the 45 dayspreceding
daysprecedingheelection.The earlyin-persorballotsare theelection.Theearlyin-persorballotsarecommingledwith all
commingledwith all absentedallotsthataredonethrough absentedallotsthataredonethroughthe mail andthenall the
themail andthenall the earlyabsentedallotsarebroughtto | |earlyabsentedallotsarebroughtto the polling placeonthe

thepolling placeonthe ElectionDay andcommingledwith ElectionDay andcommingledwith

theballotsbeingvotedon ElectionDay. All ballottypesare theballotsbeingvotedon ElectionDay. All ballottypesare
countedogetherandreportedastotal votesfor thatpolling countedogetherandreportedastotal votesfor thatpolling place
placeor precinct. or precinct.(This processanstill be done.But thefollowing

statutecanbe usedfor votetabulatortowns,17 V.S.A. § 2546a.
now allowsvotetabulatortownsto processarly/absenteballots
ontheday precedingheelection.)
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C4. Do any jurisdictions in your state use a vote-by-mail system to replace (and not merely supplement)
at-the-precinct voting in any elections?

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

No. However therearea numberof townsthatregularly
haveover30% of thevotersusethe earlyabsentedallot
system.

C5. Please list each of the situations that require a provisional ballot in your state. Please provide the
relevant legal citation for each situation.

1 No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
Thereshouldnot beany provisionalballotsin Vermont ProvisionalVoting - 17 V.S.A. 8 2556(a). Amended effectivedate

becauseur statelaw allowsanyvoterwho would qualify for | |Januaryl, 2017.
aprovisionalballotto completea swornaffidavit thatis
providedby statuteandbe addedo theregularchecklistand
votearegularballot. 17V.S.A.82147(4).

Onverylimited occasions citizenwill misunderstandhedia
reportsaboutprovisionalballotsandmaygoto a polling
placein acity or townwherethe citizenis notaresident(for
exampleto apolling placein thetown whereheworksnot
whereheresides.)f avoterdoesnotlive in thejurisdiction
andthereforedoesnot qualify for a provisionalballot, but
insiststhathe canvote a provisionalballot, a clerk may
providetheballotbutwill tell thevoterthatit will notbe
countedandwill markthe provisionalballotenvelope
accordingly.
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C6. Does your state count provisional ballots of voters who are registered in different precincts, or are
those ballots automatically rejected? Please describe the process used by local election officials in

determining whether to count a provisional ballot.

No Change since 2014
2014Response:

[J Changed since 2014

2016Response:

No. Thevotermustcometo the correctpolling placein the
townwherethevoterresidesThelocal electionofficial
completeghe certificateon the ballot by checkingthe
appropriatdboxes.Theinstructionson the envelopeprovide
thattheclerk canonly markthe envelopehattheballot
shouldbecountedF thevoterwill swearthatheor she
submittedatimely voterregistrationapplicationandis
otherwisequalifiedto register(US Citizen,over18 and
residentof thecity or town.) IF thevoterwill soswearandis
qualified,thentheclerk shouldhaveusedthe VermontSworn
Affidavit form andprovidedaregularballot. Soif our
electionofficials understanaur training,we will nothave
any provisionalballotsthatwould everbe markedby the
clerkto be counted However,we may continueto encounter
afew officials who do notunderstandhelaw. If this
happensthenthe provisionalballotsaresentto the Office of
the Secretaryf Statewith the Official Returnof Voteto be
countedhere—inour lastelectiontherewerenonesoour
trainingappearso beworking—after3 previouselections
wherewe receivedimited numbersof provisionalballots
whereswornaffidavits shouldhavebeenused.
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C7. Please describe your state’s laws regarding post-election audits, if any. A post-election audit refers
to hand-counting votes on paper records and comparing those counts to the corresponding vote counts
originally reported, as a check on the accuracy of election results, and resolving discrepancies using
accurate hand counts of the paper records as the benchmark.

If your state has post-election auditing, consider including in your response information such as the unit
being audited (e.g., precincts, machines); the sampling method (e.g., fixed percentages); whether there is
a specific trigger for the audit; the location of the random selection (e.g., state, county); and the races
that can be audited.

1 No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
Vermontlaw authorizeghe Secretaryto conductrandompost |17 V.S.A. 8 2493.Authorizesthe VT Secretaryof Stateto conduct
electionauditswithin 30 daysof theelection.17 post-electioraudits.We areworking on establishingulesfor
V.S.A.82493(2) The Secretarydecidedo conductauditsof 4| |conducting We haveperformedauditsin the pastandwill
polling placesfollowing the2006andthe 2010General continueto do themin thefuture.

ElectionsIf the Secretarydecidego conductaudits,the
secretanselectyolling placesandthe ballotsaretransportec
to our office onthe datesetfor theauditby two local election
officials. Local electionofficials arerecruitedto assistwith
thecountingwhichis doneusingthe sameprocedureshat
areusedin handcounttownson ElectionDay.
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C8. Please describe any state requirements for poll worker training.

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response:

2016Response:

Currently,the Secretaryf State’soffice is requiredto hold
electionworkshopdgor clerksandotherelectionofficials.
Thisis usuallydonein generaklectionyears,andclerksare
requiredto attendsuchworkshopsatleastonceeverytwo
years.Thenewlanguagesaysthe SOSor his/herdesignee
will hold theworkshopsThis allowsVMCTA to partnerwith
the SOSto hold additionaltrainingsaroundthe state New
languageequiresclerksto sendaletterto the SOSin general
electionyears certifying thatthey haveattendeda training.
(17VSA sec.2457)
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SECTION D: ELECTION DAY ACTIVITIES

D1. Please describe your state’s process for capturing “over-vote” and “under-vote” counts.
No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

The opticalscantabulatorgrovidea countof over-votesand
under-votedor eachrace.Handcounttownsusetally sheets
andmakeatic markfor eachovervote(spoiled)or undervote
(blank)for eachrace.

D2. What identification does your state require from voters in the following situations:

a. registering to vote;

[J No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Noneunlessavoteris registeringfor thefirst timein VT and | |Noneunlessavoteris registeringfor thefirst timein VT and
submitstheir registrationform individually by mail—in this | |submitstheir registrationform individually by mail or throughthe
casethevotermustalsosubmita copyof anapprovedorm onlinevoterregistrationsystem—irthis casethe votermustalso
of ID aslistedin theHelp AmericaVote Act or thevotercan | |submitacopyof anapprovedorm of ID aslistedin theHelp
providethe samerangeof id whenhefirst votes. AmericaVote Act or thevotercanprovidethe samerangeof id
whentheyfirst vote.
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b. casting an in-person ballot;

1 No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
None,unlesst is afirst time voterthatregisteredaloneby None,unlesst is afirst time voterthatregisterecaloneby mail or
mail asexplainedabove. throughthe OLVR siteasexplainedabove.

c. casting a mail-in or absentee vote;

No Change since 2014 [J Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

None,unlesdfirst time voterasexplainedabovein a.
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d. casting a ballot under UOCAVA;

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

None,unlesdirst time voterasexplainedabovein a.

e. any other stage in registration or voting process in which identification is required (please

specify).
[J No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
NONE, only first time votersregisteringndividually by mail | |[NONE, only first time votersregisteringndividually by mail or
assetoutin HAVA mustprovidelD eitherwith the throughthe OLVR sitemustprovidelD eitherwith the submissior
submissiorof theapplicationor thefirst time the person of theapplicationor thefirst time the persorvotes.
votes.
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D3. Please describe your state’s laws regarding access to the polling place for election observers.
Election observers are people allowed inside the polling place who are not poll workers, election
officials or voters. If decisions on access to observers are left to local jurisdictions, please explain.

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

Eachorganizedolitical party,eachcandidateon the ballot
notrepresentedly a party,andeachcommitteesupportingor
opposingany public questioncanhave2 representatives
whichwe call poll watcherghatcanlistenasnamesaregiven
atthe EntranceChecklistandobservethe voting processThe
“poll watchers”canonly challengea voterif theybelieve:1l.
heis notin factthe persorwhosenamesappear®nthe
checklistor 2. thathe previouslyvotedin the sameelection.
17V.S.A. 82564
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SECTION E: OTHER

El. Under HAVA, Section 402, states are required to establish and maintain administrative complaint
procedures to remedy grievances. Has your state revised its administrative complaint procedures since

they were first implemented? If so, how?

No Change since 2014
2014Response:

[0 Changed since 2014
2016Response:

VT adopteda detailedadministrativecomplaintprocedureo
complywith HAVA andthis hasnotbeenrevisedsinceits
adoption.Seel7V.S.A. 8 2458.Historicallyin Vermont,the
Office of the Secretaryof Statehasencouragedll citizensto
contactthis office with anyquestionor concernsaboutany
aspecbf municipalandstategovernmentncludingelections
Vermonthashadatoll freenumberfor callsfor assistance
sincelong before1999whenl joinedtheagencyAny citizen
calling on ElectionDay will havethe opportunityto speak
with the Secretanof State the DeputySecretaryf State,or
the Directorof Electionsto havequestionsanswered.

E2. Please add any additional comments or information about your state’s election administration
processes that would help to inform the EAC’s interpretation of your data.

No Change since 2014
2014Response:

[0 Changed since 2014

2016Response:

Whenelectionsareadministeredht the municipallevel with
town clerkswho arelocally electedor appointedandelected
boardsof civil authority(local electionboards)citizensare
encouragedo observehevoting andcountingprocessthe
citizenstendto haveconfidencehe electionadministration
processSinceVermontimplementedhe SwornAffidavit to
addressheissuescreatedoy misdirectedsoterapplications,
local officials andour office receivevery few complaintsor
concernsKnock on wood,we havenot yet hadany citizen
askto file awritten complaint.

* The information collection associated with the Election Administration and Voting Survey is required for the EAC to meet
its statutory requirements under the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002 (42 U.S.C. 15301), the National Voter
Registration Act (NVRA) (42 U.S.C. 1973gg-1 et seq.), and the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voters Act
(UOCAVA) (42 U.S.C. 1973ff-1). Respondent’s obligation to reply to this information collection is mandatory as required
under NVRA (42 U.S.C. 1973gg-1 et seq.) and UOCAVA (42 U.S.C. 1973ff-1). This part of the information collection is
being requested to help the EAC to better understand state laws governing Federal elections. Respondents include the fifty
states, the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Territories. This information will be made publicly available on the EAC
website (www.eac.gov). According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a
person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid
OMB control number for this information collection is OMB Control No. 3265-0006 (expires 04/30/2017). The time required
to complete this information collection is estimated to average 59 hours per state response. This estimate includes the time for
reviewing the instructions, gathering information, and completing the form. Comments regarding this burden estimate should
be sent the U.S. Election Assistance Commission — 2014 Election Administration and Voting Survey, 1335 East West

Highway, Suite 4300, Silver Spring MD, 20910.
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NOTES - please place longer responses below
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