U.S. ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION

2016 Election Administration & Voting Survey

Statutory Overview

In order to better understand state laws governing Federal elections, the U.S. Election Assistance
Commission, as part of its biennial Election Administration and Voting Survey, is collecting
information on state election laws and procedures. These answers will help EAC to better
understand the quantitative data relating to the 2016 general election that we are collecting from
all U.S. states and territories.

EAC understands that responding to this Statutory Overview may require significant staff time on
the part of your office. Please be assured that we have attempted to minimize the burden, and we
appreciate your cooperation in this very important project.

Information Supplied By
Name | Chris Whitmire

Title | Director of Public Information & Training

Office/Agency Name |S.C. State Election Commission

Address 1 | 1122 Lady St.

Address 2
city | Columbia

state | South Carolina

Zip Code 29201
E-mail Address |Cwhitmire@elections.sc.gov

Telephone (area Code and number) |(803) 734-9070

Fax Number (area code and number)
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DIRECTIONS AND EXAMPLE

As appropriate, please provide your state’s legal citation for the responses to the questions beginning on the
following page.

Please answer each question to the best of your ability. If a term or concept is ambiguous, please explain why. If
a question is not applicable to your state, please explain why. If a definition or term lacks statutory reference in
your state but is widely used in practice, please explain. If election procedures vary at the local level within your
state, please explain these variations to the best of your ability.

The Statutory Overview data collection document has two columns below each question.

e On the left, we have provided you with the answer your state provided for the 2014 Statutory
Overview. If there has not been a change in your state’s laws or legal citation in the response to
a question, please mark the box labeled No Change since 2014 at the top of the left column.

e |f the response has changed since 2014 — or your state has not answered this question previously
for some reason— please mark the box labeled Changed since 2014 at the top of the right
column and then provide the new answer in the text box provided. If your response is too long to
fit in the box, please make a note in the text box and place your response in the “Notes” page at
the end of the document. Additionally, if a law was repealed in full, please answer “repealed in
full” in the box.

If any of your state laws are currently enjoined or otherwise blocked from enforcement by a state or federal court
or by executive decision, please specify.
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Example:
Al. How does your state define the following terms related to votes and ballots? Please provide your

state’s legal citation defining these terms, where applicable.

a) Over-vote

No Change since 2014 [_] Changed since 2014

Statecodel.11- An attemptto votefor alarger
numberof candidateshanis allowed.

b) Under-vote

[ |No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014

Statecodel.12- An attemptto votefor a

Thistermhasno legaldefinition.
smallernumberof candidateshanis allowed.
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SECTION A: GENERAL

A1l. How does your state define the following terms related to votes and ballots? Please provide your
state’s legal citation defining these terms, where applicable.

a) Over-vote

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

Voter marksmorenamesor choiceghanthe numberof seats
to befilled or questiongo beanswered(FromSEC
documentUniform Definition of WhatConstitutesa Vote”)

b) Under-vote
No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

Voter votesfor no candidatespr fewercandidateshan
allowed.(From SECdocumentUniform Definition of What

Constitutesa Vote”)
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¢) Blank ballot

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

hiswould bewidely understooasa ballot with no markings.

d) Void/Spoiled ballot

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

A ballotissuedto avoterthatis damagear mismarkedand
is returnedby the voterin exchangdor areplacemenballot.
S.C.Codeof LawsSECTION7-13-1150.
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e) Provisional/Challenged ballot

No Change since 2014

2014Response:

[J Changed since 2014
2016Response:

A ballotvotedwhenthereis somequestionasto whethera

voteris qualifiedto votein the election,which cannotbe
immediatelyresolved S.C.Codeof LawsSECTION
7-13-710,7-13-810,7-13-820,7-13-830

f) Absentee

No Change since 2014
2014Response:

1 Changed since 2014
2016Response:

Absenteeroting is the procesdy which voterswho meetone

of the qualificationsto vote absenteeasta ballot prior to
ElectionDay.
S.C.Codeof Laws, Title 7, Chapterl5s.
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g) Early voting

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
N/A.

h) Active Voter

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

A voterwhosenameis onthelist of active,registeredsoters.
S.C.Codeof LawsSECTION7-1-20(15).
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1) Inactive Voter

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
A voterwhosenameis notonthelist of active,registered
voters.

j) Other terms (please specify)

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Domicile (Residency)S.C.Codeof LawsSECTION7-1-25

OMB Control No. 3265-0006
Expiration Date 4/30/2017




A2. Please provide the legal citation for any significant changes to election laws or procedures that have
been enacted or adopted since the previous Federal election. “Significant” does not include routine or
technical changes (such as changes to election district boundaries or polling place changes). However,
EAC would like to learn about any new identification requirements for voters or registrants; changes in
eligibility for voting or registering; adoption of alternative voting methods; and other changes that you
believe represent a significant change in the way your state runs its elections.

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

LegislationenactingnewPhotolD requirementsventinto
effecton Januaryl, 2013.Thelaw madeseverakhangedo
theway S.C.conductslections The mostsignificantof
theseis the changeto thelist of IDs requiredto vote.Voters
arenow askedo provideoneof thefollowing currentand
valid formsof photolD to votein person:
-S.C.Driver'sLicense

-S.C.DMV ID Card*

-S.C.Voter RegistrationCardwith photo**
-FederaMilitary 1D with photo

-U.S.Passport

* Now availablefree of chargefrom DMV for personsage
17 andolder

** Now availablefree of chargeatall countyvoter
registrationrandelectionsoffices

ThephotolD law containsexceptiongor voterswho havea
religiousobjectionto beingphotographe@ndfor voterswho
haveareasonablémpedimento obtainingphotolD. Voters
claimingareligiousobjectionor reasonablémpediment
mustcompleteanaffidavit providedto themattheir polling
placebeforevoting.

Forthelegislation,see:
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess119 2011-2012/bills/3
htm

For moreinformation:
http://www.scvotes.org/2012/09/24/photo_id_requiremer

S.C.alsorecentlypassednlineVoter Registration Act 265
of 2012.0Onlinevoterregistrationallowsany qualified citizen
with a S.C.Driver’s Licenseor DMV ID cardto submittheir
registrationapplicationonlinethroughthe StateElection
Commission’snvebsite.

Forthelegislation,see:
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess119 2011-2012/bills/4
htm

For moreinformation:
http://www.scvotes.org/south_carolina_voter_registratiotr
formation
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SECTION B: VOTER REGISTRATION

B1. Is your state’s voter registration database system best described as a bottom-up, a top-down, or a
hybrid? (Note: A bottom-up system generally uploads information retained at the local level and
compiled at regular intervals to form the statewide voter registration list. A top-down system is hosted
on a single, central platform/mainframe and is generally maintained by the state with information
supplied by local jurisdictions. A hybrid is some combination of both systems described above.)

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Top-downsystem.

If your state uses a bottom-up or hybrid system, how often do local jurisdictions transmit registration
information to the state list?

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
N.A.
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B2. Please describe the process used in your state to move voters from the active list to the inactive list,
and from the inactive list to the active list. Is a different process used for UOCAVA voters?

1 No Change since 2014
2014Response:

Changed since 2014

2016Response:

Votersareplacedon inactivestatusonly by the Stateoffice.
Convictionsaremadeinactivebasedn a matchwith afile
we receivefrom the StateandFederakourts.Thefile is
comparedo the statewidedatabasandvotersreceivealetter
thattheywereplacedon inactivestatusandwhatstepsthey
needto taketo re-register.

Deathsareplacedon inactivestatusbasedn afile from Vital
Statistics Thefile is matchedn full SSN,birthdate,and
Name(samefor convictions).

Voterswho moveareplacedon inactivestatushasedn
returnedmail or informationwe receivefrom countyoffices
or thevoter.

Onlinevoterregistrationbill, if preclearedywould requireSC
DMV to provideSECwith informationon voterswho have
surrenderedriver’slicensesn otherstates.

Written requestarewhenvoterssenda written requesto be
removed.

Confirmationmailings- voterswho do notrespondo the
mailing areplacedon inactivestatusfor failure to respondo

Votersareplacedon inactivestatusonly by the Stateoffice.
Convictionsaremadeinactivebasecn a matchwith afile we
receivefrom the StateandFederalcourts. Thefile is comparedo
the statewidedatabasandvotersreceivea letterthattheywere
placedoninactivestatusandwhatstepstheyneedto taketo
re-register.

Deathsareplacedon inactivestatusbasedn afile from Vital
Statistics Thefile is matchedn full SSN,birthdate,andName
(samefor convictions).

After the 2016 GE, the SECwill begincomparingthe statewide
voterregistrationlist with the SocialSecurityAdministration'dist
of deceasegersondo removedeceasegotersfrom thevoter
registrationlist.

The SCDepartmenbdbf Motor Vehiclesis alsorequiredto provide
the SECwith informationon voterswho havesurrenderedriver’s
licensesn otherstates.

Written requestarewhenvoterssenda written requesto be
removed.

SouthCarolinaalsoparticipatesn the InterstateCrosscheck

B3. Please describe your state’s process for removing voters from the voter registration rolls (not merely
moving them from active to inactive). Please include information regarding notices and confirmations.
Are these procedures the same for UOCAVA voters?

1 No Change since 2014
2014Response:

Changed since 2014

2016Response:

Votersarearchivedonceperyear.Movesandconviction
statusvotersarearchivedevery?2 years Deathsarearchived
everyyear.Confirmationmailing votersarearchivedafter2
consecutivggeneraklections.

Votersarearchivedonceperyear.Movesandconvictionstatus
votersarearchivedevery?2 years Deathsarearchivedeveryyear.
Confirmationmailing votersarearchivedafter2 consecutive
generaklections. Eventhoughvotersmaybearchived their
recordsareretainedndefinitely within the statewidevoter
registrationsystem.
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B4. Can your state’s voter registration database (or equivalent) share information electronically with
your state’s driver’s license agency (for example, to match records or trace changes in address)? Can
your voter registration database be similarly linked with databases in any other state or Federal
agencies? Please describe these links, including any use of database matching to verify voter registration
applications.

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

With OnlineVoter RegistrationDMV recordsareusedto
verify informationsubmittedby votersonlineduringthe
registrationprocessDatais importedfrom DMV into the
voterregistrationsystemaswell asa digital imageof the
voter'ssignature.

TheSCDMV is alsorequiredto shareinformationwith the
SECregardingvoterswho surrenderedheir driver’s licenses
in otherstates.

B5. Please describe how your state uses National Change of Address (NCOA). What has been your
state’s experience with NCOA?

No Change since 2014 [J Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

We do not currentlyusethe NCOA.
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B6. Please describe your state’s voting eligibility requirements as they relate to individuals with a felony
conviction. (For example, are convicted felons allowed to vote while in prison or while on parole or
probation? Are voting rights automatically restored or does the individual have to apply for a pardon,
certificate of eligibility or other similar certificate? Does an individual whose voting rights have been
restored have to produce documentation of his/her status when registering to vote?)

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response:

2016Response:

Any personwho is convictedof afelony or anoffenseagains
theelectionlawsis not qualifiedto registeror to vote,unless
thedisqualificationhasbeenremovedby serviceof the
sentenceynlesssoonerpardonedServiceof sentence
includescompletionof any prison/jailtime, probation parole
andpaymentof restitution.Felonsmustre-applyfor
registration.Thelaw doesnotrequireproof of serviceof
sentencebut doesrequirethe personto be qualified. A voter
registrationboardmayrequireproof of serviceof sentencén
somesituations.

B7. Does your state currently use the Internet in any way to facilitate voter registration? If yes, please
describe how your state allows voters to use the Internet in the registration process (e.g., entire
registration completed online; completed online but then must be printed, signed, and mailed by voter,

etc.).

1 No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014

2014Response:

2016Response:

Thevoterregistrationapplicationis availableonline at
scvotes.orgwhereit canbe printed,completedandmailed,
faxed,or emailedto the voter’'scountyvoterregistration
office.

Seenotesaboveregardingonline voterregistration.

Any citizenwith a SCDriver'sLicenseor SCDMV ID cardcan
submitanonlineapplicationat scvotes.org.

Thevoterregistrationapplicationis alsoavailableonline at
scvotes.orgwhereit canbeprinted,completedandmailed,faxed,
or emailedto thevoter'scountyvoterregistrationoffice.
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SECTION C: ELECTION ADMINISTRATION
C1. Please describe how all votes cast at a place other than the voter’s precinct of registration are
tabulated (for example, please include descriptions of such votes as absentee ballots, mail-in ballots,

votes cast at vote centers, provisional ballots, early voting locations, etc.).

a. Are the votes counted centrally or at the precincts?

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Both atthe precinctandcentrally.Vote talliesarepostedat
thepolling placeon electionnight, thenballotsaresentto
countyelectionoffice for centraltabulation.

b. If centrally tabulated, are the votes redirected to the appropriate
precinct for reporting in the canvass?

1 No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
Ballotsarenot sentbackto the precinct,but votetotalsare Vote totalsarereportedby precinct. If avotervotesata polling
reportedby precinct. placeon electionday, thosevotesarereportedn thatvoter's

precinctof residence.

If avotervotesabsenteegprovisional,or emergencythosevotes
arereportedn avirtual precinctfor eachcategory. Thosevotes
arenotreportedn thevoter'sprecinctof residence.

c. Are the absentee, mail, etc., votes reported separately for each precinct,
or are they added to the in-precinct results and reported as just a single

number?
No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
Theyarereportedasa singlenumberin avirtual “absentee”
precinct.
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d. How are UOCAVA ballots counted and reported?

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Theyareincludedin theabsente@recinct.

C2. Does your state require a reason for voting absentee, or does your state allow no-excuse absentee
voting? (If a reason is required, please provide the legal citation.)

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

S.C.requiresareasorfor voting absentee.
7-15-310.

C3. Does your state provide for in-person early voting? If so, how is early voting defined? When early
voting is used, are the ballots counted at the precinct or at a central location? How are these votes
reported?

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

S.C.doesnot haveearlyvoting.
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C4. Do any jurisdictions in your state use a vote-by-mail system to replace (and not merely supplement)
at-the-precinct voting in any elections?

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

No.

C5. Please list each of the situations that require a provisional ballot in your state. Please provide the
relevant legal citation for each situation.

1 No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014

2014Response: 2016Response:

A ballotvotedwhenthereis somequestionasto whethera voteris
gualifiedto votein theelection,which cannotbeimmediately
resolved.

Generally provisionalballotsfall into thefollowing categories:
1. Failsafeprovisionalballots- the voterhasmovedto a new
precinctandhasnot updatechis address.Statelaw allowsthe
voterto castprovisionalballotin his formerprecinctcontaining
only federal,statewideandcounty-wideoffices. Thevotermust
first completea changeof addresgorm.

2. A challengecanbe madeby a poll managera qualifiedwatcher
or anelector.
3. A voterwho forgetsto bring his PhotolD canvotea provisional
ballot thatwill countonly if the votershowshis PhotolD to the
countyboardof voterregistrationandelectionsprior to
certificationof theelection.

4. A voterwho doesnot havea PhotolD canvotea provisional
ballot aftershowinghis non-photovoterregistrationcardand
signinganaffidavit attestingto his identity andthereasornewas
unableto obtainthelD. Thisballotwill countunlessthe county
boardof voterregistratiomandelectionshasreasorto believethe
affidavit is false.

S.C.Codeof LawsSECTION7-13-710,7-13-810,7-13-820,
7-12-2230 7-12-1880N
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C6. Does your state count provisional ballots of voters who are registered in different precincts, or are
those ballots automatically rejected? Please describe the process used by local election officials in
determining whether to count a provisional ballot.

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

Ballotscastby avoterin thewrongprecinctarenot counted
attheprovisionalballot hearing Statelaw requiresvotersto
votein their precinct. SECTION7-5-120and7-7-910.

OMB Control No. 3265-0006 17
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C7. Please describe your state’s laws regarding post-election audits, if any. A post-election audit refers
to hand-counting votes on paper records and comparing those counts to the corresponding vote counts
originally reported, as a check on the accuracy of election results, and resolving discrepancies using
accurate hand counts of the paper records as the benchmark.

If your state has post-election auditing, consider including in your response information such as the unit
being audited (e.g., precincts, machines); the sampling method (e.g., fixed percentages); whether there is
a specific trigger for the audit; the location of the random selection (e.g., state, county); and the races
that can be audited.

1 No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
Thereareno statelawsregardingpostelectionaudits,but Thereareno statelawsregardingpostelectionaudits,but thereare
thereareproceduresA statewideauditof all voting system SECpoliciesandproceduresA statewideauditof all voting
datais conductedaftereverystate-leveklection.Audit data systemdatais conductedaftereverystate-leveklection.Audit
andresultsarepostedon the SEC’swebsite scvotes.org. dataandresultsarepostedon the SEC’swebsite scvotes.org.
OMB Control No. 3265-0006 18
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C8. Please describe any state requirements for poll worker training.

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
Poll managersustcompletea training programapprovedy
the StateElectionCommissionS.C.Codeof Laws Section
7-13-72.
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SECTION D: ELECTION DAY ACTIVITIES

D1. Please describe your state’s process for capturing “over-vote” and “under-vote” counts.

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014

2014Response:

2016Response:

S.C.doesnot capturethis information.

D2. What identification does your state require from voters in the following situations:

a. registering to vote;

1 No Change since 2014
2014Response:

Changed since 2014
2016Response:

A currentvalid photolD or a copyof a currentutility bill,
bankstatementpaycheclor othergovernmentilocumenthat
showsyour nameandaddressn this county.

Thereareno generaktaterequirementso provideidentificationto
registerto vote.

Statelaw mirrorsthe Help AmericaVote Act in requiringa current
valid photolD or acopyof a currentutility bill, bankstatement,
paycheclor othergovernmentiocumenthatshowsyour name
andaddressn this countyto registerto vote by mail.

Statelaw requiresvotersto completea voterregistration
applicationandfor countyboardsof voterregistratiorand
electiongo be satisfiedthatthe voteris qualifiedto registerin the
county.

SECpolicy andproceduresnstructcountyboardsto accepthe
HAVA IDs for voterregistrationin person.

To registeronline,avotermusthavea SCDriver'sLicenseor SC
DMV ID.
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b. casting an in-person ballot;

[J No Change since 2014

2014Response:

Changed since 2014

2016Response:

Voterregistrationcard,driver’s license,or DMV-issuedID
card.

SCDiriver'sLicense dentificationCardwith a photoissuedby the
SCDMV, photovoterregistrationcard,federalmilitary ID, U.S.
Passport.

A voterwho encountersomeimpedimento gettingoneof these
PhotolDs mayvotea provisionalballot after showingtheir
non-photaovoterregistrationcardandsigningan affidavit attesting
to theiridentity andimpediment. This ballotwill countunlessthe
countyboardof voterregistratiorandelectionshasreasorto
believetheaffidavit is false.

c. casting a mail-in or absentee vote;

1 No Change since 2014

2014Response:

Changed since 2014

2016Response:

No ID required.Signatureon applicationis verified.

ThesamePhotolD requirementspplyto voting absenteén
person.However thereareno ID requirementsor voting
absentedy mail.
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d. casting a ballot under UOCAVA;

[J No Change since 2014 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:
No ID required.Signatureon applicationis verified. No ID required.Signatureon applicationis verified.

However,if aUOCAVA voterwereto voteabsenteén personthe
samePhotolD requirementsvould apply.

e. any other stage in registration or voting process in which identification is required (please
specify).
No Change since 2014 [J Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

In personabsente®oting would requiresamelD ascasting
anin-personballot.(b).

OMB Control No. 3265-0006
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D3. Please describe your state’s laws regarding access to the polling place for election observers.
Election observers are people allowed inside the polling place who are not poll workers, election
officials or voters. If decisions on access to observers are left to local jurisdictions, please explain.

No Change since 2014 1 Changed since 2014

2014Response:

2016Response:

Watchers:

Eachcandidaten a primaryelection,or anon-partisaror
announcedvrite-in candidatén ageneraklection,may
appointonewatcherat a time for anyvoting placewherethis
candidate’sxameis on theballot. However,in anygeneralor
specialelection,all candidate®f the samepolitical party
shallbejointly representedtanyonepolling placeby not
morethan2 watcherdor eachl,000registeredsotersor
fractionthereofregisteredat suchpolling place.(7-13-860)
Observers:

Sinceelectionsarepublic functions,individualsrepresenting
organization®r themselvesnay observehe election
processTheseobserversnay stayinsidethe polling placeif
theydo nottalk to votersor interferewith the election
processBecausef apolling placesize,observersnaybe
limited in number.Observersaswith anyoneinsidethe
polling place,maynotdisplayanytype of campaign
literatureincludinga badgeor item of clothing.Observers
mustconductthemselvesn anorderlymannerObservers
who aredisorderlyor unruly mayberemovedrom the
polling place(Section7-13-140).

OMB Control No. 3265-0006
Expiration Date 4/30/2017

23




SECTION E: OTHER

El. Under HAVA, Section 402, states are required to establish and maintain administrative complaint
procedures to remedy grievances. Has your state revised its administrative complaint procedures since
they were first implemented? If so, how?

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

No.

E2. Please add any additional comments or information about your state’s election administration
processes that would help to inform the EAC’s interpretation of your data.

No Change since 2014 [0 Changed since 2014
2014Response: 2016Response:

* The information collection associated with the Election Administration and Voting Survey is required for the EAC to meet
its statutory requirements under the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002 (42 U.S.C. 15301), the National Voter
Registration Act (NVRA) (42 U.S.C. 1973gg-1 et seq.), and the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voters Act
(UOCAVA) (42 U.S.C. 1973ff-1). Respondent’s obligation to reply to this information collection is mandatory as required
under NVRA (42 U.S.C. 1973gg-1 et seq.) and UOCAVA (42 U.S.C. 1973ff-1). This part of the information collection is
being requested to help the EAC to better understand state laws governing Federal elections. Respondents include the fifty
states, the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Territories. This information will be made publicly available on the EAC
website (www.eac.gov). According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a
person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid
OMB control number for this information collection is OMB Control No. 3265-0006 (expires 04/30/2017). The time required
to complete this information collection is estimated to average 59 hours per state response. This estimate includes the time for
reviewing the instructions, gathering information, and completing the form. Comments regarding this burden estimate should
be sent the U.S. Election Assistance Commission — 2014 Election Administration and Voting Survey, 1335 East West
Highway, Suite 4300, Silver Spring MD, 20910.
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NOTES - please place longer responses below
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