
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

New York

	State Registration Requirement  

(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	Must be a registered voter. 

N.Y. Elec. Law §3-400(6); N.Y. Elec. Law §3-401(5) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	18 years                                                      

N.Y. Elec. Law § 5-102 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	County for a minimum of thirty days preceding election.
N.Y. Elec. Law § 5-102; N.Y. Elec. Law §3-400(6); N.Y. Elec. Law §3-401(5) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	County, or for New York City, City.

N.Y. Elec. Law §3-400(6); N.Y. Elec. Law §3-401(5) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	Affiliation Required.

Appointments are equally divided between major political parties. 

N.Y. Elec. Law §3-400(3); N.Y. Elec. Law §3-401(2) (Thomson/West 2006).
Appointments made by county board on or before the fifteenth day of July of each year, from designations certified by party's county or city committee chair by May 1, and from board's additional inspector list if necessary.

N.Y. Elec. Law §3-404(2) (3); N.Y. Elec. Law §3-404(6) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Term Requirements 

	One year or partial unexpired term (July 15 - July 14). 

N.Y. Elec. Law §3-404(1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	Municipality determines compensation within statutory limitations.
In NYC inspectors no less than $130/day; coordinators no less than $200/day.               

N.Y. Elec. Law §3-420 (Thomson/West 2006).
Note: Legislation pending to raise compensation in NYC to: inspectors no less than $300/day; coordinators no less than $400/day.               
2005 NY A.B. 9530 (NS) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	Course, using state mandated core curriculum with local augmentation, required every year. Exam required every year. Certification given if exam passed.  Oath of office required.                                          

N.Y. Elec. Law §3-410; N.Y. Elec. Law §3-412; N.Y. Elec. Law §3-414 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	No elected public official.

N.Y. Elec. Law §3-400(6); N.Y. Elec. Law §3-401(5) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Candidates Prohibited

	No candidates or candidates' spouses, parents and children. 

N.Y. Elec. Law §3-400(6); N.Y. Elec. Law §3-401(5) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	Prohibited if convicted of a felony pursuant to the laws of any state or the United States, unless pardoned or restored to the rights of citizenship, or maximum sentence of imprisonment has expired, or discharged from parole. A condition to any pardon may require that the right of suffrage is not regained until it shall have been separately restored.

N.Y. Elec. Law § 5-106(2), (3) & (4) (Thomson/West 2006).
Prohibition appears to include non-felons who have been convicted of violation of election laws. They are prohibited from participating in election at issue.  

N.Y. Elec. Law § 5-106 (1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	Prohibited if adjudged "incompetent" by court order and not thereafter determined "competent." 

N.Y. Elec. Law §5-106(6) (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	Must be able to speak and read the English language and write it legibly.

N.Y. Elec. Law §3-400(6); N.Y. Elec. Law §3-401(5) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Good Reputation Requirement

	No Information Available.


	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	In NYC may not need to be a registered voter to be a translator, information clerk, or door clerk.  Must be a permanent resident, 18 years old, fluent in English, and for translators fluent in language required. 

http://vote.nyc.ny.us/pollworkers.html  

Pending Legislation for Part Time

“The board of elections may employ election inspectors to work half- day shifts with adjusted compensation, provided, however, that at least one inspector from each of the two major political parties is present at the poll site for the entire time that the polls are open. Each county board of elections shall prescribe the necessary rules and procedures to ensure proper poll site operation.”

2005 NY A.B. 11074 (NS) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	Pending Legislation for Students
“A person who is sixteen or seventeen years of age, who is enrolled in a secondary school and fulfilling the requirements of section thir- ty-two hundred five-a of the education law, shall be eligible to be appointed as and perform the duties of a poll clerk while under super- vision of a poll clerk who is eighteen years of age or older.”
2005 NY A.B. 10424 (NS) (Thomson/West 2006).


� New York City functions as a County. Minor variations of rules exist in Monroe, Nassau & Suffolk Counties.
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