
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

Illinois

	State Registration Requirement  
(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	
Must be registered.
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-4(a) (7); 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-1(b) (7) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	18 years by next election.

10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/4-2 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	 
State and Precinct for at least 30 days.
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/4-2 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	 
Precinct, or for a limited number, County.
Judges must reside and be entitled to vote in precinct serving, except that one judge from each party can be from County within which precinct lies.
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-4(a) (7); 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-1(b) (7) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	
Affiliation Required.
Election judges represent two major political parties.  In May of even-numbered years, the County Board of Commissioners appoints five judges to each precinct.  Three appointees from a certified list provided by the county central committee of the first leading party, and two appointees from a list provided by the second leading party (if only three judges are appointed then the ratio becomes 2:1).  Certified list must be submitted ten days before Commissioners’ annual meeting and must name at least two precinct residents for each precinct where party will have three judges, and one precinct resident for each precinct where party will have two judges.
10 Ill. Comp. Stat. §5/13-1; 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-3.1 (Thomson/West 2006).
If list inadequate, then Commissioners can use supplemental list, trying first to find precinct residents and if not possible, appointing county residents. If supplemental list is inadequate, then alternate appointments may be made outside list if person is otherwise qualified. 

10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-1.1; 10 Ill. Comp. Stat. §5/14-3.2 (Thomson/West 2006).
For counties under township organization similar process governed by county board, but County Central Committee shall notify board, by June 1 of each odd-numbered year immediately preceding board's annual meeting, as to whether or not it will submit certified list of judge recommendations. 

10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-2 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Term Requirements 

	
Two years. 
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-1; 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-3.1 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	
Varies by County or Municipality. 
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-10; 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-9.5 (Thomson/West 2006).
Time off from Work 

• give employer at least 20 days' written notice, 

• An employer may not penalize an employee for that absence other than a deduction in salary for the time absent

• Not applicable to an employer with fewer than 25 employees. 

• An employer with more than 25 employees shall not be required to permit more than 10% of the employees to be absent on the same election day.

10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-2.5; 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-4.5 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	
Election Judges are commissioned as officers of the Circuit Court.   
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-3; 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-5 (Thomson/West 2006). 
Prior to serving, all the judges must have completed at least 4 hours of training, passed an exam, and taken an oath. 
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-2.2; §5/13-8; 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-4.1(6); §5/14-7 (Thomson/West 2006).
Prior to being commissioned at least one judge in each precinct, from both major political parties, must have completed a training course required pursuant to 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-2.2; 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-4.1.
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-3; 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-5 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	
No elected committeemen may serve. 
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-4(a) (6); 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-1(b) (6) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Candidates Prohibited

	No candidates may serve.
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-4(a) (6); 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-1(b) (6) (Thomson/West 2006).


	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	
Prohibited if legally convicted, in any state or in any federal court, of any crime, and serving a sentence of confinement in any penal institution, or if convicted under any election law and serving a sentence of confinement in any penal institution, until release from confinement.
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/3-5 

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	Prohibited if not of good understanding and capable. 
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-4(a) (5); 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-1(b) (5) (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	
Must be able to speak, read and write the English language and be skilled in 4 rules of math.

10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-4(a) (3) - (4); 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-1(b) (3) - (4) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Good Reputation Requirement

	Must be of good repute and character. 

10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-4(a) (2); 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-1(b) (2) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	
No Information Available.

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	Students must:
• Be at least 17 years old and a student in good standing enrolled in a public or private secondary school;
• Be a United States citizen or will be a citizen at the time of the election;
• Have cumulative GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 system;
• Have written approval from a parent or guardian, and your school principal; and
• Satisfactorily complete the election judge training course.  
10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/13-4(b); 10 Ill. Comp. Stat.  §5/14-1(c) (Thomson/West 2006).


� 10 Ill. Comp. Stat. 5/13 governs where the Boards of Election Commissioners does not have jurisdiction, and 10 Ill. Comp. Stat. 5/14 governs where the Boards of Elections Commissioners oversee elections.
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