
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker 

Idaho

	State Registration Requirement  

(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	No Registration Required
Tim Hurst, Chief Deputy of Secretary of State’s office, 2006.

	Age Requirement

	No statutory age requirement, but “Qualified” in Idaho Code § 34-303 means capable of performing the functions of a poll worker and is left to the discretion of the county clerk.

Tim Hurst, Chief Deputy of Secretary of State’s office, 2006.

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	Not Applicable



	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	Precinct or County. 
"The precinct committeemen shall recommend persons for the position in their respective precincts to the county clerk…"  
Idaho Code § 34-303 (Thomson/West 2006).
There is no statutory requirement that poll workers work in their own precinct, however, that has been the practice. 
Tim Hurst, Chief Deputy of Secretary of State’s office, 2006.

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	Affiliation Preferred.
The precinct committeemen shall recommend persons for the position in their respective precincts to the county clerk in writing at least ten days prior to the date on which any appointment shall be made and the county clerk shall appoint the judges from such lists if the persons recommended are qualified. 
Idaho Code § 34-303 (Thomson/West 2006).
Each election board must "contain personnel representing all existing political parties if a list of applicants has been provided to the county clerk by the precinct committeemen of the precincts" at least sixty days prior to a primary election. 
Idaho Code § 34-303 (Thomson/West 2006).
Since Idaho is an open primary state, poll workers are appointed from the list of people provided by the precinct committeemen and it is assumed that they are from the respective parties.  If names are not submitted, the county clerk can select whomever he/she chooses to serve without regard to party affiliation. 
Tim Hurst, Chief Deputy of Secretary of State’s office, 2006.


	Term Requirements 

	No Information Available

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	Compensation is determined by the board of county commissioners but is not less than the minimum wage as prescribed by the laws of the state. 

Idaho Code § 34-303 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	Elections in which voting machines are used 
(1) Before each election at which voting machines or vote tally systems are to be used, the county clerk of a county, or the clerk of a city, district or other political subdivision, in which voting machines or vote tally systems are to be used, shall cause them to be properly prepared and shall cause the election board to be properly instructed in their use.
(2) For the purpose of giving such instruction, the county clerk shall call the meeting or meetings of the election board that are necessary. Each election board shall attend the meetings and receive the instruction necessary for the proper conduct of the election with the machine or vote tally system.
(3) No election board judge or clerk shall serve in any election at which a voting machine or vote tally system is used unless he has received the required instruction and is fully qualified to perform the duties in connection with the machine or vote tally system; but this requirement shall not prevent the appointment of an election board clerk to fill a
vacancy in an emergency.
Idaho Code § 34-2413 (Thomson/West 2006).
Elections in which no voting machines are used (1/3 of Idaho’s counties do not use voting machines or vote tally equipment.)

The Secretary of State conducts workshops with the county clerks and the clerks then train poll workers on their responsibilities.  There are no minimum requirements on the curriculum. 
Tim Hurst, Chief Deputy of Secretary of State’s office, 2006.

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	No Information Available.

	Candidates Prohibited

	No Information Available.


	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	No statutory prohibition against felons serving, but “qualified” in Idaho Code § 34-303 means capable of performing the functions of a poll worker and is left to the discretion of the county clerk.

Tim Hurst, Chief Deputy of Secretary of State’s office, 2006.

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	No statutory prohibition against mentally incapacitated serving, but “qualified” in Idaho Code § 34-303 means capable of performing the functions of a poll worker and is left to the discretion of the county clerk.

Tim Hurst, Chief Deputy of Secretary of State’s office, 2006.

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	No Information Available.

	Good Reputation Requirement

	No Information Available.

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	No Information Available.

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	A county clerk may appoint not more than two students per precinct to serve under the direct supervision of election board members designated by the county clerk. A student may be appointed, notwithstanding lack of eligibility to vote, if the student possesses the following qualifications: 
• Is at least seventeen (17) years of age at the time of the election for which he or she is serving as a member of an election board; and
• Is a citizen of the United States.
Idaho Code § 34-303(1) & (2) (Thomson/West 2006).
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