
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

Hawaii

	State Registration Requirement  

(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	
Qualified, non-registered individuals may serve where there are no registered voters available.

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-72(b) (1) (Thomson/West 2006).
Note: Non-registered voters have never actually been used.  To work at the polls, a non-registered voter would still have to be eligible to register, which includes being a U.S. citizen, a resident of Hawaii, and at least 18 years old.
Rhowell Ruiz, Voter Services Specialist, Office of Elections, Hawaii, 2006.

	Age Requirement

	
18 years. 

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-11 (Thomson/West 2006). 
16 years under certain circumstances.  An individual who is otherwise qualified to register and is at least 16 years of age is allowed to pre-register upon satisfactory proof of age and be automatically registered upon reaching 18 years of age. 

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-12(b) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	 
County and Precinct residence.  

The residence of a person is that place in which the person's habitation is fixed, and to which, whenever the person is absent, the person has the intention to return. 

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-13(1) (Thomson/West 2006). 

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	 
Precinct, then District, then Non-Registered.

Precinct residents, but if qualified persons in the precinct are not available to serve, appointments may be made from the representative district.  If there are still not enough officials, otherwise qualified individuals, even if they are not registered voters, may serve if they have reached the age of 16 by June 30 of the election year.  

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-72(b) (1) (Thomson/West 2006). 


	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	
Affiliation Generally Required. 

So far as reasonably practicable, excepting the chairperson of the precinct officials, not more than 50% of the precinct officials in a precinct can be of the same political party. Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-71 (Thomson/West 2006). 

All qualified political parties must submit names for precinct officials to the chief election officer no later than 4:30 p.m. on the 60th day prior to the close of filing for any primary, special primary or special election. If any party fails to submit the required names by the above deadline, or names sufficient to fill the positions to which it would be entitled, assignment of positions to which the party would otherwise be entitled may be made without regard to party affiliation. 

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-72(a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Term Requirements 

	
No Information Available

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	
Precinct officials working in electronic ballot and voting machine elections are compensated pursuant to a schedule established by the chief election officer.  

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-76(a) (Thomson/West 2006).  

Precinct officials working in elections with paper ballots receive the same base amounts as they would in an electronic ballot election as well as $5 for each three hundred ballots or portion thereof cast at that precinct. 

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-76(b) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	
New poll workers are required to attend training prior to each election and to pass a certification exam; it is at the discretion of the chief election officer or the county clerk to require those poll workers with previous elections experience and training to attend additional training. When a qualified certified person is not available, a person who has not received such instruction or such certificate but who is otherwise qualified to fill a vacancy among precinct officials, may be assigned. Periodic recertification shall be required.
Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-73 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	
No Information Available


	Candidates Prohibited

	No candidate for elective office may serve as a precinct official in the same election in which the person is a candidate. No candidate who failed to be nominated in the primary or special primary election may serve as a precinct official in the following general election.  No parent, spouse, reciprocal beneficiary, child, or sibling of a candidate may serve as a precinct official in any precinct where votes may be cast for the candidate. 

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-72(b) (3) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	
Prohibited if sentenced for a felony, from the time of the person's sentence until the person's final discharge, but if execution of sentence is suspended with or without the defendant being placed on probation or the defendant is paroled after commitment to imprisonment, the defendant may vote during the period of the suspension or parole

Haw. Const. Art II § 2; Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 831-2(a) (1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	
Prohibited if non compos mentis.

Haw. Const. Art II § 2 (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	
Precinct officials shall be able to read and write the English language.

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 11-72(a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Good Reputation Requirement

	
No Information Available.

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	
No Information Available.

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	
If qualified persons either in or without the precinct or representative district are not available to serve, the chief election officer may designate precinct officials who are not registered voters if the persons so designated are otherwise qualified and shall have attained the age of sixteen years on or before June 30, of the year of the election in which they are appointed to work.  

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. §11-72(b) (1) (Thomson/West 2006).
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