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Subject today's posting

Dan,

Just wanted to let you know that the USAT article is not about a research report but a "status” report,

which was presented to the Standards Bd. and the Bd. of Advisors at a meeting held in May. During this
meeting, these entities received updates on many EAC activities, and the aforementioned status report
was just one of those updates. And by the way, the meeting was open to the public, and posted on our
website and in the Fed. Register. In the Fed. Register notice you'll see that the agenda included an update -

on our research projects.

.8 : ' . . v 9
Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you for your consideration in this matter. '

Jeannie Layson
U.S. Election Assistance Commission
1225 New York Ave., NW
Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005
Phone: 202-566-3100
www.eac.gov
-—- Forwarded by Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV on 04/30/2007 02:25 PM —
Thomas R. Wilkey/EAC/GOV
10/12/2006 04:26 PM To Jeannie Layson/EAC/GOV@EAC

cc ggilmour@eac.gov, jthompson@eac.gov, psims@eac.gov
Subject Re: Fw: reporter - Art Levine, Salon.com[3

A.) The "report" they refer to was a status report written by staff

B.) The full report is currently being reviewed by staff and the report was intended to give
recommendations to the EAC on how and what to do additional studies or guidance on.

C.) the report will be available at some future time after staff has had an opportunity to review and
evaluate it's contents.

Thomas R. Wilkey

Executive Director

US Election Assistance Commission 55;
1225 New York Ave, NW - Suite 1100 00399%
Washington, DC 20005



(202) 566-3109 phone
TWilkey@eac.gov

Jeannie Layson/EAC/GOV

10/12/2006 04:14 PM To twilkey@eac.gov, psims@eac.gov, jthompson@eac.gov, ggiimour@eac.gov
- cc
Subject Fw: reporter - Art Levine, Salon.com

See questions below. | can answer the first two, but see if this language is acceptable for questions 3 and
4.

Can | get full report submitted by Tova Wang? If not, why not? EAC staff is currently reviewing the data,
and we have not compiled a final report. | will make sure you receive the final report when it is issued.

This answer will probably not make him happy, but it's the best | can come up with. Suggestions?

-—— Forwarded by Jeannie Layson/EAC/GOV on 10/12/2006 04:06 PM —

Bryan Whitener/EAC/GOV
10/12/2006 04:09 PM TO jeannie Layson/EACIGOV@EAC
cc
Subject reporter - Art Levine, Salon.com
Art Levine
Salon.com

deadline today or tomorrow

What exactly is the document USA Today refers to ?
Is it a report or just a staff document ?
Can | get full report submitted by Tova Wang ?

If not, why not ? . N 355
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FYI
Google search shows this on the DLC website
http://www.dlc.org/ndol ci.cfm?kaid=139&subid=275&contentid=253439

Art Levine
Senior Fellow

Progressive Poliy Institute
3003 Van Ness St. NW, Apt. W-516

Washington, D.C. 20008

i202i 248-9320

(4

Also, o « e

Salon's shameful six

There was Florida in 2000 and Ohio in 2004. Here are the six states where vote suppression could cost
voters their voice -- and Democrats the election -- in 2006.

Salon News
By Art Levine

Eva Steele has a son in the military who is supposed to be fighting for freedom in Iraq, but sitting in a
wheelchair in her room in a Mesa, Ariz., assisted-living facility, she wonders why it's so hard for her to
realize a basic freedom back here in America: the right to vote.

Arriving in Arizona in January from Kansas City, weakened by four heart attacks and degenerative disk
disease, Steele, 57, discovered that without a birth certificate she can't register to vote. Under a draconian
new Arizona law that supposedly targets illegal immigrants, she needs proof of citizenship and a
state-issued driver's license or photo I.D. to register. But her van and purse were stolen in the first few
weeks after she moved to Mesa, and with her disability checks going to rent and medicine, she can't afford
the $15 needed to get her birth certificate from Missouri. Her wheelchair makes it hard for her to navigate
the bus routes or the bureaucratic maze required to argue with state bureaucrats. She's unable to
overcome the hurdies thrown in her way -- and in the way of as many as 500,000 other Arizona residents
-- by the state's Republican politicians.

Hi#H
—-— Forwarded by Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV on 04/30/2007 02:25 PM —

Paul DeGregorio/EAC/GOV

cC

- o Subject Re: Last Submission from Vote Fraud-Voter Intimidation
Consultants

No big deal--and no big delay. Don't worry about it.

Paul DeGregorio
Chairman 4
US Election Assistance Commission 003
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1225 New York Ave, NW
Suite 1100

Washington, DC 20005
1-866-747-1471 toll-free
202-566-3100
202-566-3127 (FAX)
pdegregorio@eac.gov
www.eac.gov

Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV

Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV , . )

09/27/2006 12:18 PM . - To pdegregorio@eac.gov _

’ _ : ) cc _ -

- Subject ' Last Submission from Vote Fraud-Voter Intimidation-
Consultants

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The last submission from the Vote Fraud-Voter Intimidation Study consultants is dated August 8. At this
time, EAC staff are reviewing all items submitted for the report to the Commission with an eye toward the
best way of presenting the information to the Commissioners for their consideration. There has been

some delay in this staff review process, for which | take full responsibility.

Peggy Sims
Election Research Specialist

—- Forwarded by Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV on 04/30/2007 02:25 PM —-
Jeannie Layson/EAC/GOV
10/12/2006 02:03 PM To twilkey@eac.gov
cc jthompson@eac.gov, psims@eac.gov, ggilmour@eac.gov,

klynndyson@eac.gov
Subject response to Wendy Weiser

Attached is a proposed draft. | have to get this resolved ASAP as she is demanding a delivery time from
me. | literally cannot answer my phone. Unfortunately, the Brennan Center can and will make a big stink if

we don't respond. We don't need more accusations about us sitting on research.

e
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The letter would be accompanied by the resolutions passed at the May meetings.



And, I need to know who is supposed to sign this letter.

Jeannie Layson

U.S. Election Assistance Commission
1225 New York Ave., NW

Suite 1100

Washington, DC 20005

Phone: 202-566-3100

www.eac.gov brennan center letter.doc
—— Forwarded by Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV on 04/30/2007 02:25 PM ——

- Jeannie Layson/EAC/GOV o
10/12/2006 01:18 PM ... To twikey@eac.gov N
e - cc =klynndyson@eap.gov, jthompsen@eac.gov,

-ggilmour@eac.gov, psims@eac.gov
Subject Brennan Center :

Please note that Wendy Weiser has asked me to provide a time frame for when | will provide the following
documents. Tom, per our conversation, | can write a letter, but how do we address her request for the
voter |D info? Also, is this something Karen should handle as these are for research docs? | need an

answer soon...

Mr. Whitener,

[ write to request a copy of the following two reports submitted to the Election Assistance
Commission:

(1) areport on voter fraud and voter intimidation, outlining a future research agenda, prepared
by Tova Wang and Job Serebrov, and discussed in this morning's USA TODAY;

(2) areport on provisional ballots and voter ID, prepared by the Moritz School of Law at Ohio
State University in collaboration with others.

It is my understanding that these reports were commissioned by and submitted to the EAC
several months ago. It is in the public interest to release these reports since they will advance the

public discussion and understanding of important election administration issues.

Thank you very much for your attention to this request. Please let me know when I can expect to
receive a copy of these reports. If this request is denied, please provide an explanation as to why.

Sincerely,

Wendy R. Weiser
003567



Deputy Director, Democracy Program

Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law
161 Avenue of the Americas, 12th Floor

New York, NY 10013

(212) 998-6130 (direct)

(212) 995-4550 (fax)

wendy.weiser@nyu.edu

Jeannie Layson
U.S. Election Assistance Commission
1225 New York Ave., NW
Suite 1100
‘Washington, DC 20005
. Phone: 202-566-31 00

S -
www.eac. gov T
-— Forwarded by Margaret Slms/EAC/GOV on 04/30/2007 02:25 PM —_—
" Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV

cc twilkey@eac.gov
Subject Research Project Descriptions

Jeannie:

Here are the changes | suggested for the Vote Count-Recount and the Voting Fraud-Voter Intimidation
research projects. | don't think they will help the current situation much, as the original VF-VI description
already stated that it is preliminary research. As itis preliminary research, we did not expect that it would
provide a total picture of voting fraud and voter intimidation in this country. We just wanted to get some
sense of what is going on, and a better idea of the direction future EAC research on the subject should
take. To ensure that the research would be balanced, we had consultants and project working group
members from opposing sides of the political spectrum.

According to folks intimately familiar with the development of HAVA, disputes over the extent to which
voting fraud and voter intimidation existed caused Congress to add the study of these subjects to EAC's
list of research projects. Given the nature of the subject (most offenders try to hide their activities,
sufficient evidence is hard come by with some types of activity, and prosecution of offenses may not occur
for political or budgetary reasons), it is doubtful that we will ever have completely reliable statistics on
occurrences of voting fraud and voter intimidation, but we may be able to obtain better statistics than
anyone else has. And we should be able to identify where in the voting process most offenses tend to
occur and to explore alternatives for addressing vulnerabilities that leave the process open to corruption.

- Peggy
iy

Rev Descriptions for Web Site Descriptions of Vote Conts- Recounts and Voting Fraud Research 9-6-06.doc

---— Forwarded by Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV on 04/30/2007 02:25 PM —-
"Job Serebrov"

W To psims@eac.gov, wang@tcf.org
1013 26 PM cc

H03561



Subject Re: Don't Believe Everything You Read

Peg:

We saw both the USA Today article and a similar thing was reported on Rush Limbaugh's show
naming both of us. I had a talk this morning with folks at the EAC. I told them at this point there
needs to be a press release sent out by the Chairman saying just what you stated. This is the only
way to rehabilitate the work we did, the Chairman's credibility, and our reputations. I also fear
that if this is not done the EAC will begin to receive calls from Congressman and Senators
.regardmg the ' report" and its effect-on voter ID requlrements
. S

Peg, up to now Tova and I have reﬁased to speak w1th the press at- all out of respect for the EAC
and its mission. We both stand by our work and its conclusions. We both also feel that if a
statement (as well phrased as you did in this e-mail clarifying the issue) is not forthcoming from
the Chairman then I will have to correct this error with the Press. I explained this in my
conversation this morning with the EAC.

Tova and I worked hard to produce a correct, accurate and truthful report. I could care less that
the results are not what the more conservative members of my Party wanted. Neither one of us
was willing to conform results for political expediency. I think its important for me to note that I
was very impressed with Tova's members of the Working Group and I can't say enough about
Tova's partnership effort in this endeavor. While neither one of us really care about outside
opinions, we do care that the Chairman was quoted or misquoted in a way that would disparage
our year-long effort and all of the tax payer money that went into it. For this reason, we believe
that a press release clarifying the situation is necessary from either the Chairman or from me.

Regards,

Job

psims@eac.gov wrote:
Tova and Job:

| am home recuperating, but see that in my absence, a USA Today article has gotten everyone stirred up.
The report to which the article refers is only the status report on the voting fraud-voter intimidation
research project that was delivered to our Standards Board and Board of Advisors last spring. | provided
a copy of this document to both of you. but have attached another copy for your information. This

document is subject to public release because it was presented at a pubic meeting.

Due to internal resource allocation problems, your final report has not yet been reviewed by the
Commissioners. It is considered a working document (not subject to public release) until it has
completed the review process and the Commissioners have agreed to release it. There has been no
attempt by the Commission to hold up the report. | bear responsibility for any delays in moving it along.

00356"



Please be reassured that we would not release your report without letting you know.

Peggy Sims

Election Research Specialist

U.S. Election Assistance Commission

1225 New York Ave, NW - Ste 1100

Washington, DC 20005

Phone: 866-747-1471 (toll free) or 202-566-3120 (direct)
Fax: 202-566-3127

email: psims@eac.gov

—— Forwarded by Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV on 04/30/2007 02:25 PM -—
: Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV ‘ : _ . .
€  09/26/2006 1250 PM~ . - To Thomas Wilkey _ .
' o ©oec : '

Subject Fw: Preparation for Vote Fraud Conference in Utah

Here are the documents | sent you yesterday. Also attached is a copy of the status report on this research
that was provided to the Standards Board and Board of Advisors earlier this year. --- Peggy

Fer] o
LdE

EAC Boards VF-VI Status Report.doc

-—- Forwarded by Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV on 09/26/2006 12:48 PM —-

Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV
09/25/2006 12:36 PM To JulietE. HodgkinsiEAClGOV@EAC, twilkey@eac.gov

cc Karen Lynn-Dyson/EAC/GOV@EAC
Subject Preparation for Vote Fraud Conference in Utah

Matt (and Amy) are working on a speech for the Chairman to deliver at the Vote Fraud conference in Utah
at the end of the week. Matt has asked for the consultants’ definition of vote fraud/voter intimidation and
the draft recommendations. As neither have been through full Commission review, | would like to speak
with one or both of you before | drop this information in any one Commissioner's lap. Matt is looking for
this information today. FYI, attached are copies of the consultants' definition and the draft
recommendations from the consultants and others from the working group. Also attached is a summary of
concerns expressed by the working group. --- Peggy

Fraud Project Definition-rev 6-27.doc  RECOMMENDATIONS - final2.doc  Woarking Group Recommendations final.doc

ml

Key Working Group Comments and Observations AND concems final. doc

----- Forwarded by Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV on 04/30/2007 02:25 PM ——
Karen Lynn-Dyson/EAC/GOV 7 -
09/25/2006 12:39 PM To Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV@EAC 00356«
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cc
Subject Re: Preparation for Vote Fraud Conference in Utah[2}

Many, many thanks for keeping me in the loop on this
(I think)

)

Karen Lynn-Dyson

Research Director

U.S. Election Assistance Commission

1225 New York Avenue , NW Suite 1 100 .
'Washington, DC 20005 : @
tel:202-566-3123 : o _

003564
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Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV To eaccon@eac.gov
04/26/2007 05:24 PM cc
bee
Subject Vote Fraud Project

A new email you may want to add to the collection.

Peggy Sims
Election Research Specialist
U.S. Election Assistance Commission
1225 New York Ave, NW - Ste 1100
- Washington, DC 20005
Phone: 866-747-1471 (toll free) or 202- 566 3120 (dlrect)
Fax: 202-566-3127 - -
. emall psims@eac. gov o

----- Forwarded by Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV on 04/26/2007 05:22 PM —-—

Margaret Sims/EAC/GOV
04/26/2007 05:14 PM To Jeannie Layson/EAC/GOV

cc jthompson@eac.gov
Subject Re: tova

Do we know who received her letter? | haven't seen it. --- Peggy

Jeannie Layson/EAC/GOV

Jeannie Layson/EAC/GOV
04/26/2007 04:45 PM To psims@eac.gov, jthompson@eac.gov
cc

Subject tova

See her press release (third item).

Jeannie Layson

U.S. Election Assistance Commission
1225 New York Ave., NW

Suite 1100

Washington, DC 20005

Phone: 202-566-3100

www.eac.gov

A el oty
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