To: HAVAInfo@eac.gov 

From: "Jason Williams" <jwilliams@wvsos.com> 

Date: 04/10/2008 03:20PM 

Subject: Comment on the two policies proposals by Comm. Caroline Hunter 

Dear Commissioners: 

In order to assist each state in implementing the Help America Vote Act, it is imperative that as much input from election officials is included as possible when creating additional policies.  As in all interpretations of law, it would behoove all interested parties to consider each stakeholders position before passing a policy that would adversely affect the work done by all.  With that in mind, I encourage that each commissioner seriously consider the passage of the policy proposed by Comm. Hunter to utilize a more formal process when decisions are being made in determining the meaning of HAVA.   

In addition, I would also encourage the reconsideration of the EAC advisory that requires county and local jurisdictions to be included in the Maintenance of Effort requirement within the funding of HAVA.  As this advisory was released due to confusion when the auditing process began, and most local jurisdictions do not keep adequate records that can be retrieved and reviewed, you will find that most audits will uncover lack of documentation when it comes to Maintenance of Effort from times in the past.  Each state plan was required to document how oversight would be maintained when funds were transferred to local governments, that is where any requirement should be concentrated. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Jason Williams , Manager 

Elections Division 

WV Secretary of State ’s Office 

www.WVvotes.com 
