April 29, 2008

Tom Wilkey

Executive Director

U.S. Election Assistance Commission

1225 New York Ave. NW – Suite 1100

Washington, DC   20005
Dear Mr. Wilkey:

Please accept the comments below of civil rights, voting rights, and civic organizations on Commissioner Hunter’s proposal to withdraw maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements from county and local governments under the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The undersigned organizations oppose this proposal since it will undermine election administration across the nation.  

Congress established maintenance of effort requirements under HAVA to ensure that federal funds would supplement rather than supplant expenditures within the states.  The proposal by Commissioner Hunter would change existing EAC policy under Advisory 07-003-A to exempt local and county governments from maintenance of effort requirements.  We note that all four sitting commissioners supported the advisory when it was adopted just eight months ago.  

The new proposal runs counter to congressional policy and will allow federal funds under HAVA to be substituted for expenditures historically made by local and county governments.  The result is likely to be a net reduction in expenditures for election administration.  Many states have included local and county activities under their HAVA plans and many local and county governments have received requirements payments under the state plans.  Nonetheless, the proposal would exempt them from federal MOE requirements.  This is particularly inappropriate since local and county governments are entities under state law and the relationships among state and local governments in election administration are complicated and diverse.  We are concerned that this proposal will undermine rather than advance effective election administration.       

Thank you for receiving our comments and we ask that you transmit them to the members of the Commission.  
Sincerely,

AFL-CIO

American Association of People with Disabilities

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME)

Asian American Justice Center

Demos

FairVote

Leadership Conference on Civil Rights  

League of Women Voters of the United States

Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF)

People for the American Way 

