	
	Student Election Judge 

Program Description


Introduction


The Student Election Judges Program was adopted by the legislature in 1999 with the idea in mind of involving our high school juniors and seniors in the electoral process.  As a result, students can now experience the grass roots Election Day process and learn as they earn.  Not only does the experience raise the consciousness of the students who participate; it enables them to earn ($ INSERT DOLLAR AMOUNT) for working Election Day.  The program will also help ensure that (INSERT COUNTY) has sufficient Election Judges to serve the needs of the voting public.

Statute and Policy


The State Legislature has enacted legislation that will allow Juniors and Seniors in High School to work at polling places as Student Election Judges.  State Statute makes the following provisions:

· Student Election Judges need not be registered electors.

· Upon approval by their school’s principal or an administrator designated by the principal, Student Election Judges in (INSERT COUNTY) will be appointed by and will serve at the discretion of the Election Official.  School administrators must determine that selected students can reasonably miss school on Election Day.

· Students should have their own transportation to the Polling Place, or must assure the Election Official that they will be dropped off at the Polling Place by 6:00 a.m. and picked up when the Election Day’s work is complete (approximately 8:00 p.m.).

· Student Election Judges will assist in checking-in voters at the polling places, activating voting machines, and assisting electors in casting their ballots.

· Veteran Election Judges will supervise student Election Judges.

· Student Election Judges will be paid ($ INSERT DOLLAR AMOUNT) for working Election Day, and will be paid $5.00 for attending the mandatory Election Judge Class.

· Student Election Judges can serve as absentee or early vote counters.

· There are no party affiliation requirements for Student Election Judges.

Qualifications

Student Election Judges must meet the following qualifications. 

· Be U.S. citizens by the date of the election at which they are scheduled to work.

· Be willing to serve – knowing that Election Day runs from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

· Be physically and mentally able to perform the duties of an Election Judge.

· Attend a mandatory Election Judge class prior to each election at which they work.

· Never have been convicted of election fraud, other election offenses or fraud.

· Not be related to any candidate on the ballot in the precinct where they are working.  

· Be at least 16 years old and a Junior or Senior “in good standing” at a public or private high school at the time of the election at which they plan to work.

· Have the written consent of a parent or legal guardian.

· Have the approval of their school’s principal or designated administrator.

· All applicants must have a Social Security Number.  This is required on the application.  Students CANNOT be paid without a SS#.

Lets Get Started

For best results, Election Officials should meet with a Social Studies Administrator for each school district in their jurisdiction.  At that time, the Election Official should ask that administrator to identify contacts in each high school and to facilitate the Election Official’s access to principals and other involved parties.  The Election Official will contact the Social Studies Chairs in high schools to arrange meetings to present the program.

  
For non-Public Schools, the Election Official will contact School Principals individually. A sample introductory letter is enclosed.  (FILE: STUDENT LETTER PRIVATE)
We visualize identifying a “Social Studies Liaison” for each High School, then meeting with each liaison (and his/her school’s principal, if appropriate).

The most appropriate and often most effective school liaisons are teachers who are involved in social studies. The liaisons will be the Election Official’s contact with students and teachers. It is essential that the Election Official an open line of communication with liaisons. Among other things, liaisons must coordinate Student Election Judges’ absence on Election Day with the school’s attendance system.

An Election Official representative will meet with each school’s liaison (and principal, if appropriate), to explain the program, set time lines for implementation and follow-up, and provide informational material, to be distributed in the schools. 

This material will include:

· Program description


· Sample Introductory Letter to (private) Schools

· Student and Teacher brochures

· Sample article for student publications

· Student Application/Permission form (Only those students who are approved by the school’s principal should be given applications.)

· Student Election Judge Approval Form

· Draft “congratulations” letters to parents/students whose applications have been received.

· Log of students applying (to be returned to Election Official)

· Student and Liaison Feedback forms (for the Election Official’s use)


Procedures:

The Election Official will meet with school principals to present the program and have a Liaison assigned for each participating school.

School liaisons will explain the program to appropriate faculty members, and ask the faculty member to present the program to their students.  Working with faculty members, liaisons will identify students who are interested in serving and qualified to do so.  Selected students will complete Student Election Judge applications and get the “permission” section of the application signed. They will then return the completed applications to the faculty member or liaison. Liaisons will get a Student Election Judge Approval Form signed for each student by the school’s principal or designated administrator. 

School liaisons will forward copies of completed applications of the qualified recommended students (with signed parental permission and signed Student Election Judge Approval Form) to the Election Official.  Liaisons will also forward a log of submitted applications to the Election Official. 

Student applications will be input into the Election Official’s computer, so those students can be assigned to work as Election Judges as needed.

Students and parents will receive congratulatory letters from the Election Official, indicating that the student is qualified to work as an Election Judge, and how and when the student will be contacted if he or she is chosen to work at a given election.  The letter will include the time and location of the required Election Judges training session.

Election Official will notify students, parents and schools of those students who will be working on a given Election Day.

Follow-up:

Following an election at which they work, Student Election Judges will be sent Certificates of Appreciation.

Schools will be notified as to which of their students worked as Election Judges, so that schools can honor these students.  We strongly suggest that Student Judges provide a presentation of their experience to their peers.

Students and school Liaisons who participated will be asked to provide feedback on their experience as Election Judges and Liaisons (forms will be provided by the Election Officer).  Students will also be asked to indicate whether they would be willing to serve as an Election Judge in the future.  School Liaisons will be asked for feedback on their experiences.  Liaisons will be asked to distribute “feedback forms” and to return completed forms to the Election Officer.
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