
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

Wisconsin

	State Registration Requirement  

(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	
Do not have to be registered, but must be a qualified elector. 
Wis. Stat. § 7.30(2) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	
18 years old. 

Wis. Stat. § 6.02(1) (Thomson/West 2006). 
16 or 17 if high school student qualified under Wis. Stat. § 7.30(2) (am). 

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	 
Reside in election district or ward for ten days before any election. 

Wis. Stat. § 6.02(1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	 
Ward or wards, or the election district, for which the polling place is established. 

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(2) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).
Vacancies may be filled in cases of emergency or because of time limitations by a person from another aldermanic district or ward within the municipality.

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(2) (b) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	
Affiliation Generally Required.

All inspectors shall be affiliated with one of the two recognized political parties which received the largest number of votes for president, or governor in non-presidential general election years, in the ward or combination of wards served by the polling place at the last election. 

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(2) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).
If party does not supply a list of qualified members or the list is insufficient, the board of election commissioners appoints, or the mayor, president or chairperson of a municipality may nominate, qualified persons whose names have not been submitted. Any appointment which is made due to the lack of availability of names submitted by the parties may be made without regard to party affiliation.

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(4) (c) (Thomson/West 2006).
Parties must submit lists of nominees by November 30 of each even-numbered year, and the board of election commissioners or governing body shall appoint nominees from the list by December 31. 
Wis. Stat. § 7.30(4) (a)-(b) (Thomson/West 2006).
Note: Only the city and county of Milwaukee have a Board of Election Commissioners.  In addition, municipalities, other than cities and villages in counties having a population of more than 500,000, have slightly different nomination procedures through their mayor, president or chairperson.

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(4) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Term Requirements 

	
Two years and shall serve at every election in ward during term of office. Terms begin on January 1 of odd-numbered years and end on December 31st of even-numbered years.
Wis. Stat. § 7.30(6) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	
Reasonable daily compensation. 

Wis. Stat. § 7. 03(1) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	
The State Elections Board shall, by rule, prescribe requirements for certification for chief inspectors. Chief inspector at a polling place must be certified by the board to hold that office. 

Wis. Stat. § 7.31(1) & (2) (Thomson/West 2006).
Examinations may be given to inspectors to prove that qualifications can be met.

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(2) (c) (Thomson/West 2006).
Municipal clerks are required to instruct poll workers in their duties.

Wis. Stat. § 7.15(1) (e) (Thomson/West 2006).
Municipal and county clerks are required to assist the State Elections Board in conducting training.
Wis. Stat. § 5.06(7); Wis. Stat. § 7.10(9); Wis. Stat. § 7.15(11) (Thomson/West 2006).
Oath Required. 

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(5) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	
No election officials in first class cities may hold public office other than notary public. 

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(2) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).
Local government associations recommend that elected officials everywhere in Wisconsin refrain from serving as poll workers, even when they are not candidates.

Kevin Kennedy, Executive Director, State Election Board of Wisconsin, 2006.

	Candidates Prohibited

	
No candidates may serve in an election in which they are running. 

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(2) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).


	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	
Prohibited if convicted of treason, felony or bribery, unless the person's right to vote is restored through a pardon or by completing the term of imprisonment or probation for the crime that led to the disqualification. 

Wis. Stat. § 6.03(1) (a); Wis. Stat. §304.078(3) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	
Prohibited if incapable of understanding the objective of the elective process or under guardianship pursuant to the order of a court under ch. 880, except that when a person is under limited guardianship, the court may determine that the person is competent to exercise the right to vote.

Wis. Stat. § 6.03(1) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	
Must be able to read and write the English language.

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(2) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Good Reputation Requirement

	
Must be capable and of good understanding.

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(2) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	Special registration deputies may be specially appointed by the clerk or board of election commissioners for one election only to conduct elector registration only.

Wis. Stat. § 6.55(6) (Thomson/West 2006).
Special voting deputies may be appointed for the purpose of absentee voting in nursing homes and qualified retirement homes and qualified community-based residential facilities, the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of each municipality in which one or more nursing homes or qualified retirement homes or qualified community-based residential facilities are located shall appoint at least two special voting deputies for the municipality.

Wis. Stat. § 6.875(4) (Thomson/West 2006).
Tabulators may be appointed no less than 30 days before any election the governing body or board of election commissioners of any municipality, by resolution, may authorized the municipal clerk or executive director of the board of election commissioners to select and employ tabulators for any election.

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(3) (Thomson/West 2006).


	Student Election Assistant Statute

	
• 16 or 17 years old;

• enrolled in grades 9-12 in a public or private school;

• at least 3.0 GPA; and
• the approval of parent or guardian and principal of the school attending. 

Wis. Stat. § 7.30(2) (am) (Thomson/West 2006).
A pupil appointed as an inspector shall serve only for the election for which he or she is appointed. This shall not be construed to limit the number of times a pupil may be appointed as an inspector.
Wis. Stat. § 7.30(6) (am) (Thomson/West 2006).


� Legislation is pending that would effect many of the provisions.
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