
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

South Dakota

	State Registration Requirement  

(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	
Must be registered voter.

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-15-2 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	
18 years.

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-3-1; S.D. Const., Art. VII, § 2 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	 
Must be a resident of South Dakota.  

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-3-1 (Thomson/West 2006).
No durational residency requirement, but 15-day registration requirement. 

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-4-5 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	 
Precinct then County.

Any precinct superintendent or precinct deputy shall be a registered voter and a resident of the precinct for which the person is appointed. If a sufficient number of members of the precinct election board are unable to be appointed, a vacancy may be filled by appointing any registered voter of the county in which the precinct is located provided the voter meets the party distribution requirements.

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-15-2 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	
Affiliation Required

If three or more parties have candidates on the official ballot, one precinct deputy shall be appointed from each party whose candidate for Governor in the last gubernatorial election had at least 15% of the votes as shown by the precinct returns. If two parties have candidates on such ballots, the members of the precinct election board shall be selected from each party, and the party receiving a majority of the votes cast for Governor in the election precinct at the last preceding gubernatorial election shall have a majority of the members of the precinct election board. The precinct superintendent shall belong to the party whose candidate received the most votes for Governor in the last gubernatorial election in that precinct.   

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-15-3 (Thomson/West 2006).                                                                                               

The county auditor shall, not less than twenty days before any election, appoint a precinct superintendent and two precinct deputies who shall constitute the precinct election board.  Two or four additional precinct deputies may be appointed. The county auditor shall make the appointments from lists of names submitted by the county central committee of each party. If the county auditor fails to receive the list at least forty-five days prior to an election, the county auditor shall make the appointments.  

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-15-1 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Term Requirements 

	
No Information Available

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	
County determines fee. 

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-15-11 (Thomson/West 2006).                          

At all times after the polls are opened the precinct election officials shall remain at the polling place with the ballot boxes until the polls are closed and they have completed their duties. 

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-18-1.4 (Thomson/West 2006). 

In precincts where counting boards have been appointed, the officials shall remain until after the election supplies are turned over to the counting board and the certificate and receipt have been signed.  

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-18-1.5 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	
Prior to an election, each county auditor, assisted by the state's attorney, shall call together the superintendents from each of the precincts in the county, and any precinct deputy as the county auditor may deem appropriate, and instruct them on the election laws and the duties of the precinct superintendent and precinct deputies. A fixed fee of not less than $5.00 will be paid to those who were called and attended.  

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-15-7 (Thomson/West 2006). 

Oath required 

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-15-9 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	
No person appointed as a precinct superintendent or precinct deputy may serve as a poll watcher at that election.  

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-15-2.1 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Candidates Prohibited

	
No candidates or persons related by blood or marriage within the second degree to a candidate who is on the ballot in that precinct.  

S.D. Codified Laws § 12-15-14.3 (Thomson/West 2006).


	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	
Prohibited if incarcerated felon. Upon discharge the full rights of citizenship are restored.    

S.D. Codified Laws § 23A-27-35; S.D. Codified Laws § 24-5-2; S.D. Const. Article VII, § 2 (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	
Prohibited if declared mentally incompetent.
S.D. Codified Laws § 12-4-18 (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	
No Information Available.

	Good Reputation Requirement

	
No Information Available.

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	
No Information Available.

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	
Student excused from attendance for the purpose of working as a precinct election official if the student is at least eighteen years old.
S.D. Codified Laws § 13-27-6.1 (Thomson/West 2006).
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