
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

North Dakota

	State Registration Requirement  

(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	Must be qualified elector eligible to vote. 

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-02(1) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	18 years. 

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-01-04(1) (Thomson/West 2006).
16 or 17 if able to meet qualifications set out in N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-02(1) (b).

	Residency Place & Term Requirement Pursuant to Registration Law

	State resident; and has resided in the precinct at least thirty days next preceding any election. 

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-01-04(1) (Thomson/West 2006).
For the purposes of elections, an individual may not be deemed to have gained or lost a residence solely by reason of the individual's presence or absence while enrolled as a student at a college, university, or other postsecondary institution of learning in this state.

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-01-04(5) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	Precinct, then legislative district, then county.

Must be qualified elector of a precinct within the polling place boundaries in which the person is assigned to work and must be eligible to vote at the polling place to which the person is assigned. If the county auditor has exhausted all practicable means to select judges and clerks from within the boundaries of the precincts within the polling place and vacancies still remain, the county auditor may select election judges and clerks who reside outside of the voting precinct but who reside within the polling place's legislative districts. If vacancies still remain, the county auditor may select election judges and clerks who reside outside of the legislative districts but who reside within the county.  

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-01(2); N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-02(1) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	Affiliation Required for Judges and Clerks, but Inspectors May be Unaffiliated.

For incorporated cities the governing body of the city, and in for other precincts the county auditor (with the approval of the majority of the board of county commissioners), shall appoint the election inspectors.  

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-01(1) (b) & (c) (Thomson/West 2006).
The election judges and poll clerks for each polling place must be appointed in writing by the district chairs representing the two parties that cast the largest number of votes in the state at the last general election. 

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-01(2) (Thomson/West 2006).
21 days before an election each party chair give notice of appointments to the county auditor. If this notice is not received within the time specified, the county auditor shall appoint the judges and poll clerks. 

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-01(2) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Term Requirements 

	An election inspector shall serve until a successor is named. 

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-01(1) (c) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	County auditors shall pay at least the state minimum wage to the relevant election officials. Members of election boards who attend the county’s training sessions must be paid at least twenty-five percent more than the state minimum wage during the time spent in the performance of their election duties. 

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-05 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	A person serving as a member of the election board shall, prior to each election, attend a period of instruction conducted by the county auditor. 

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-02(4) (Thomson/West 2006).
Not less than thirty days before any election, the secretary of state shall provide an instruction manual approved by the attorney general, which in layman's terms presents in detail the responsibilities of each election official. The secretary of state shall forward sufficient copies of this manual to each county auditor who shall distribute the manuals to each member of all the election boards in the county.

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-03(1) (Thomson/West 2006).
Before each primary and general election, each county auditor or the auditor's designated representative shall conduct training sessions on election laws and election procedures for election officials in the county and may conduct training sessions before any special statewide or legislative district election....Attendance at the session is mandatory for members of the election board and for poll clerks....The state's attorney shall attend all sessions to give advice on election laws.  

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-03(2) (Thomson/West 2006).
An election official, at the option of the county auditor, may be excused from attending a third training session on election laws within a twelve-month period. 

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-03(3) (Thomson/West 2006).
Oath required. 

N.D. Cent Code § 16.1-05-02(3) (Thomson/West 2006).


	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	No Prohibition.
Jim Silrum, Deputy Secretary of State, North Dakota, 2006.

	Candidates Prohibited

	No candidate or a husband, wife, father, mother, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son, daughter, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother, or sister, whether by birth or marriage, of the whole or the half-blood, of any candidate in the election at which the person is serving. 

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-02(2) (b) &(c) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	Prohibited if convicted of a felony until civil rights are restored.

ND Cent Code § 16.1-01-04(4); ND Const. Art. II §2 (Thomson/West 2006).
Prohibited if sentenced for a felony to a term of imprisonment, during the term of actual incarceration under such sentence. 

N.D. Cent Code §12.1-33-01(1) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	Prohibited if declared mentally incompetent by order of a court or other authority having jurisdiction, which order has not been rescinded.

N.D. Const. Art II § 2; N.D. Cent. Code § 30.1-28-04(3) (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	No Information Available.

	Good Reputation Requirement

	No one may serve who has anything of value bet or wagered on the result of an election.  

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-02(2) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	No Information Available.


	Student Election Assistant Statute

	A student enrolled in a high school or college in this state who has attained the age of sixteen is eligible to be appointed as a poll clerk if the student possesses the following qualifications:

• Is a United States citizen or will be a citizen at the time of the election at which the student will be serving as a member of an election board;
• Is a resident of this state and has resided in the precinct at least thirty days before the election; and

• Is a student in good standing attending a secondary or higher education institution

A student appointed as a poll clerk may be excused from school attendance and may not be recorded as being absent on any date for which the excuse is operative. No more than two students may serve as poll clerks on an election board. 

*An individual who has attained the age of sixteen and has graduated from high school or obtained a general education degree from an accredited educational institution is eligible to be appointed as a poll clerk. 

N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-05-02(b) &(c) & (d) (Thomson/West 2006).
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