
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

Maryland

	State Registration Requirement  
(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	
Must be registered.

Md. Elec. Law §10-202(a) (1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	
18 years on or before the day of the next general election.
Md. Elec. Law §3-102(a) (2) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	 
State resident as of the day the individual seeks to register. 

Md. Elec. Law §3-102(a) (3) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	 
County then State.

Md. Elec. Law §10-202(a) (1) (Thomson/West 2006).
If a qualified county resident can't be found, local board can appoint registered voter from state. 

Md. Elec. Law §10-202(a) (2) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	
Affiliation Preferred.

Each polling place shall have an equal number of election judges from the majority party and the principal minority party. If the total number of election judges for a precinct is six or more: a local board may provide one or more election judges who are not registered with either the majority party or principal minority political party; and a local board may provide one or more election judges who are minors. The number of election judges provided under this paragraph may not exceed the lesser of the number of election judges who belong to the majority party or the number of election judges who belong to the principal minority party. 

Md. Elec. Law §10-201(b) (Thomson/West 2006).
The election director, with the approval of the local board, shall appoint the election judges for each polling place for a term that begins on the Tuesday that is 13 weeks before each statewide primary election. 

Md. Elec. Law §10-203(a) &(c) (Thomson/West 2006).
Note: Local boards will generally fill election judge positions with persons belonging to the majority parties first and then look to minority parties and unaffiliated persons.


	Term Requirements 

	
18 months. A term runs from 13 weeks before a statewide primary election to 13 weeks before the next statewide primary election. (Maryland has a March Presidential primary election and a September gubernatorial primary election.)
Md. Elec. Law §10-203(a) &(c) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	
Part-day is possible, for roles other than chief judge, Compensated on pro rata basis. 

Md. Elec. Law §10-202(e) (Thomson/West 2006).
Hours approximately 6 a.m. to completion of duties when the polls close at 8pm (typically counties require election judges to work to 9 p.m. or 10 p.m.). 

Stipend varies by county, but is between $100 & $225 for chief election judge and between $80 & $175 for every other election judge. Compensation for training must be at least $20 for each required class. 
Md. Elec. Law §10-205(a) & (b). Code of Maryland Regulations 33.02.03.04(B) (3) (Thomson/West 2006).
A State employee who serves as an election judge during hours that the employee is otherwise scheduled to work for the State: (1) may use 1 hour of administrative leave for each hour of service as an election judge, up to a total of 8 hours for each day of service; and (2) shall receive the election judge compensation as specified in § 10-205.
Md. Elec. Law §10-202(d) (1) & (2) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	
The State Administrator shall develop and issue a judge’s manual for each local board. 

Code of Maryland Regulations §33.02.03.01 (Thomson/West 2006).
State board develops training program and oversees implementation by local boards. 

Md. Elec. Law §10-206(a) (Thomson/West 2006).
Each election judge shall participate in a training program provided by local boards and evaluated by state board. 

Md. Elec. Law §10-206(f) (1) (Thomson/West 2006). 

Oath required. 

MD Const Art. I, § 9; Md. Elec. Law §10-204(a) (1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	
May not hold any elective public or political party office. 

Md. Elec. Law §2-301(b) (1) (i) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Candidates Prohibited

	
No candidates, campaign managers for a candidate, or treasurers for a candidate or political committee. 

Md. Elec. Law §2-301(a) & (b) (Thomson/West 2006).


	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	
Prohibited after first conviction for theft or other infamous crime, until completed court-ordered sentence imposed for conviction, including probation, parole, community service, restitutions, and fines.  Prohibited after subsequent convictions until completed court-ordered sentence imposed for conviction, including probation, parole, community service, restitutions, and fines, and at least 3 years have elapsed since the completion of all post-conviction requirements.

Md. Elec. Law §3-102(b) (Thomson/West 2006).
Prohibited forever if a second or subsequent conviction is a "crime of violence." 

Md. Elec. Law §3-102(c); MD Crim Law Law §14-101(Thomson/West 2006).
Prohibited forever if an individual has been convicted of buying or selling vote. 

Md. Elec. Law §3-102(b) (3) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	
Prohibited if under guardianship for mental disability. 

Md. Elec. Law §3-102(b) (2) (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	
Must speak, read, and write the English language.

Md. Elec. Law §10-202(b) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Good Reputation Requirement

	
No Information Available.

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	
No Information Available.

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	
A minor who is at least 17 years old and who is too young to be a registered voter may be appointed and serve as an election judge if the minor demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the local board, that the minor meets all of the other qualifications for registration in the county. 

Md. Elec. Law §10-202(a) (2) (ii) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Other Requirements or Roles Available Not Noted Above (These may be de facto rules or policies.)
One jurisdiction in Maryland (Montgomery County) is required under the Voting Rights Act to provide election Materials in Spanish. The county recruits Spanish-speaking election judges to satisfy the requirements of the Act. 

Linda Lamone, Administrator of Elections; 42 USC § 1973 (Thomson/West 2006).


� A local board may adopt guidelines consistent with the provisions of the election laws, for the determination of the qualifications of persons considered for appointment and for the process of appointment as election judges. 


Md. Elec. Law §10-202(e) (Thomson/West 2006)
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