To: HAVAInfo@eac.gov 

From: "Tim Hurst" <thurst@sos.idaho.gov> 

Date: 04/10/2008 06:48PM 

Subject: Recommendation to Modify EAC Advisory 07-003-A on Maintenance of Effort Funding 

Honorable Commissioners, 

I am writing to support the Recommendation to Modify EAC Advisory 07-003-A on Maintenance of Effort Funding  proposal submitted by Commissioner Hunter.  I agree that the funding provided by the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) was intended to supplement and not supplant fund for elections.  However, Section 254(a)(7) is clear that the maintenance of effort requirement was imposed on the state and not on local jurisdictions.  The Election Assistance Commission's inclusion of counties, cities and townships in the maintenance of effort requirement is not correct.  If Congress had intended them to be included, the language in HAVA would have included them. 

The Governor and Secretary of State have no control over how local governments spend their local tax dollars.  It is impossible for these state officers to take the assurances that HAVA requires to the local level over which they have not jurisdiction. 

Congress did not provide funding to cover the ongoing expenses required by HAVA.  Therefore, the state and local jurisdictions are required to pick up these ongoing costs.  None of Idaho's counties are paying less now that they did in 2000. 

I ask you to modify your Advisory 07-003-A to reverse the Commission's requirement that county, city and township spending be included in the state's maintenance of effort. 

Respectfully, 

Tim Hurst 

Tim Hurst 

Chief Deputy 

Idaho Secretary of State 

304 North 8th, Suite 149 

Boise, Idaho   83720 

phone: 208-334-2852 

thurst@sos.idaho.gov 
