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Draft Policy on Notice & Public Comment

Greetings,

I'd like to make a couple comments on the Draft Policy on Notice and Public Comment.

Attached is an OMB publication on making policy determinations by Federal agencies.  I recommend this to the Commission as a source to consider in developing the current draft policy.

As I read the policy it struck me that the General Counsel is placed in a difficult position with a number individuals giving that person direction.  Under the draft policy it may be one of the commissioners, a Responsible Program Director or the Executive Director.  Under the Federal Election Campaign Act, the General Counsel does not report to the Executive Director (staff director under FECA).  Consequently the General Counsel reports directly to the full Federal Election Commission.  That is not the case the EAC.  The General Counsel reports directly to the Executive Director.  

In order to function in the manner contemplated by HAVA, it may be better to reflect the letter and intent of HAVA by having legal matters flow through the Executive Director to the General Counsel.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments.

Christopher M. Thomas

Director of Elections - Michigan
